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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Community Development Department



MEMORANDUM

To:

Robert W. Healy, City Manager

From:
Beth Rubenstein, Assistant City Manager for Community Development

Date:

February 16, 2010

Subject: 
Report on efforts to assist the Kesher After School Program.

The Kesher After School program has been utilizing space at the St. James Church in Porter Square for its after school program for more than 13 years.  For the last several months, the Church has been seeking the necessary permits and approvals to build housing and additional office and program space for church needs. Because of the anticipated construction activities, the Kesher Program is seeking to relocate to 4,000-5,000 sf. of space that can accommodate up to 8 classrooms and a common area. 

CDD staff have spoken with representatives of Oaktree Development, the co-developer of the St. James property. They do not anticipate starting construction until after the 2009-2010 school year, enabling Kesher to fulfill its obligation to Cambridge families for this school year. We have asked Oaktree to assist in any way it can to help Kesher identify a new home. 

The Planning Board recently approved a Project Review Special Permit, and that decision was filed with the City Clerk on January 14, 2010. The Historical Commission review of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness is ongoing and is not expected before April 2010. Once the Historical Commission has completed its review, construction documents must be prepared and the job put out to bid, all of which will happen well after the school year has ended. 

Representatives of the Kesher program have been looking at sites in Cambridge and Somerville for next year and beyond. One relocation option that Kesher is considering is the former St. Anthony’s School in Somerville on Somerville Avenue. Today, the Cambridge school bus is able to drop Kesher students at the after school program. Kesher would like the bus service to be continued in the future, as near as possible to the potential Somerville site. The School Department has informed us that it does not schedule bus runs specifically to after school programs around the city, but can usually accommodate after school sites on existing runs when they are in Cambridge. Once the Kesher has identified a relocation site in Cambridge, the School Department will discuss possible transportation arrangements with them.

