




















July 30, 2003





To the Honorable, the City Council:





Subject: City Council Petition to rezone land owned by the MDC and other state agencies from their current various zoning designation to Open Space.





Recommendation  





The Planning Board recommends adoption of the Petition.  In addition, to correct anomalies in the uses permitted in the Open Space district, the Planning Board is submitting to the City Council for its consideration a zoning petition to modify portions of the Table of Use Regulations and the Footnotes to that Table as they affect Open Space districts. The text of that proposed zoning amendment is attached to this recommendation.





Discussion





The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, through is constituent agencies including the former Metropolitan District Commission, owns a great deal of important open space in the City of Cambridge: the shore of the Charles River along Memorial Drive actively used for bicycling, walking and field games; the Linear Park above the Red Line subway extension in North Cambridge that has become a major pedestrian and bicycle route; the verges of Fresh Pond Parkway and Alewife Brook Parkway where in many instances they are wide enough to constitute small parks or natural areas; and small park areas in East Cambridge that appear to be part of Lechmere Canal Park but are actually owned by the Commonwealth. 





None of these areas are considered future development sites as their current, varied zoning designations might suggest.  A re-designation of this land to Open Space would more accurately reflect both the current use of these properties and the City’s planning objectives for them.  Therefore, the Planning Board recommends adoption of the Petition.





As part of its analysis of the Petition, the Planning Board reviewed the use regulations that apply in the Open Space district. Several anomalies were noted. For example Commercial recreation (a retail use category allowed in the Open Space district) is intended perhaps to permit golf facilities, a marina, or boat rentals (uses consistent with a large park or along the Charles River).  However, that use category also encompasses activities like bowling alleys and video game arcades, activities not appropriate in a public park.  Another retail category, Theater or hall for public gathering, is also allowed in the Open Space District. As a result outdoor or summer theater functions would be allowed in a city park zoned Open Space.  However, that same use category would also allow commercial movie theaters, a use that would generally not be allowed in the city except in busy retail districts.  In another instance, the institutional use category Club, lodge or other fraternal or sororal meeting facility is appropriately prohibited.  But a yacht club might reasonably be permitted in conjunction with boating facilities in an Open Space district.  





The attached zoning petition would make modifications to the text of the Zoning Ordinance to eliminate the mismatches in the Open Space district’s regulations noted; the Petition will provide the opportunity to consider the recommended use changes by the City Council, the Planning Board and the community in conjunction with review of the proposed related map changes. 





Respectfully submitted for the Planning Board











Thomas Anninger, Chair
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