In the latter part of 2002, the City of Cambridge Municipal Channel 8 implemented a number of changes relative to programming content and presentations. 

Over the past year the Municipal Channel staff has worked hard to develop relationships both with production entities that specifically produce programming for Government channels and with other production companies to acquire programming that we feel is relevant for our viewing audience. While our primary focus remains on producing “city specific” programs in collaboration with other city departments, we are using acquisition programs to augment our broadcast offerings.

On a parallel track, we are working on ways to more effectively spread the message that Channel 8 is indeed a viable programming alternative for the citizens of Cambridge. We have developed a logo and slogan, Channel 8 Your Key To The City, that will be seen on all of our programs and promotional pieces that will help us establish a “brand identity” for the channel.  Presently, our program schedule can be found on the City of Cambridge web site, in the Cambridge Chronicle newspaper and on Channel 8.

We made a conscious decision to both actively pursue programming that will be of interest to all segments of our viewers and to start to use “block programming” so that we can be somewhat consistent in our scheduling. Below, you will find a listing and description of many of the programs that presently air on Channel 8. Please keep in mind that the list is fluid in that we are constantly reviewing and/or adding programs as we come across content that fits into the programming mission.   

Kids Korner (Monday-Thursday, 9 –11 a.m.) A mixture of programs that are geared towards younger viewers; the programs offered have a heavy emphasis on education and analysis. Some of the programs that make up Kids Korner have titles like Learning To Read, which is an introductory reading series for kids in Kindergarten through grade 3. Math Talk is a mathematics series that is geared towards grades 4 - 6. For some of the older children in the 5th – 7th grades, there is a series called Grammar Mechanic, which concentrates on sentence composition and grammatical structure. We also have programs that range in content from a series on writing to a series that helps kids acquire the skills to retain information as they prepare for homework and tests.


There are other programs that, at times, will be a part of the Kids Korner offerings. We have acquired three science series from NASA.  NASA Y Files is a science series that is geared towards a 3rd-5th-grade audience, while the NASA Connect series is a science series for 6th – 8th grade viewers. We will also offer Tempo, a school-age music education series.

We also have programming in the afternoon and evening hours when we’re not broadcasting or repeating the City Council meetings. Some of the programs that fill those time slots are Seniors Speak Out, a series that addresses a number of issues that are relevant to senior citizens, ECO News, a travelogue series that looks at environmental concerns, the Kennedy School of Government Institute of Politics Forum, and of course, the many hours of programming that is produced in-house that reports on and highlights events happening in Cambridge. CityScene is a video magazine produced by the Channel 8 staff that highlights different programs and events that are associated with various city departments. CityScene usually airs once per month and contains four or five segments. 

Respectfully,
Calvin Lindsay, Jr., Director of Cable Television

