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From: Susanne Rasmussen, Director of Environmental & Transportation Planning 
CC:	Lisa Peterson, Iram Farooq 
Date:	August 4, 2015

Re:	Update on Net Zero Action Plan/Green Building Requirements

On June 22, 2015 the City Council adopted the Net Zero Action Plan, a framework that was the result of a collaborative stakeholder process with the City's Getting to Net Zero Task Force and which responds to the need to reduce the carbon footprint of the city's built environment and map out an aggressive course to mitigate the effects of climate change.  The Council further requested - to quickly advance one of the recommended actions in the Net Zero Plan - that proposed changes to the Green Building Requirements of the Cambridge zoning code be drafted and referred for consideration to the City Council by August 10, 2015. 
Since that time staff have worked diligently to translate the recommended actions in the Net Zero Plan to revisions to Article 22.20 in the zoning code. The Net Zero Action Plan proposes the following changes:
· Raise the Green Building Requirements from LEED Certifiable (buildings 25,000 square feet and over) and LEED Silver (buildings 50,000 square feet and over) to LEED Gold.
· Add a new requirement for obtaining a minimum of 6 energy and atmosphere LEED credits. 
· Add a new requirement for obtaining LEED’s Enhanced Commissioning Credit.
· Update the compliance process by requiring design review and approval by Green Building Certification Inc. (GBCI), the LEED certification and credentialing body. 
Due to the complexity of some of the proposed changes, the zoning revisions have not yet been completed. In particular, we need to make sure the requirements are crafted such that they will work both under the current version of LEED and future versions. We are also working to develop multiple options for the compliance process changes as it has come to light that GBCI review cannot be guaranteed within a certain time frame. We are also hoping to engage in a short consultation process with impacted parties prior to submitting the final proposed zoning language. We expect to have proposed language ready for submission at the next scheduled City Council meeting on September 21, 2015.
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