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To:	Robert W. Healy, City Manager

From:	Susan Glazer, Acting Assistant City Manager for Community Development

Date:	February 22, 2011

Re:	Council Order O-10 dated January 24, 2011 regarding North Massachusetts Avenue development

The list below includes projects completed since 2000 along the Massachusetts Avenue corridor from Beech Street to Route 16.  The current zoning, in place since the 1960s, provides a higher FAR for housing than commercial development (the allowed height for housing was reduced significantly over that time).  
This area has been the topic of a planning study conducted by the Community Development Department during the past year, with a series of five public meetings held between February 2010 and December 2010 (see project website link below).   The study explored ways to improve the character of North Mass. Ave. from Beech Street to the Arlington line with the goal of developing recommendations for improvements that addressed zoning and urban design objectives, design guidelines, streetscape improvements, and enhancement of the retail environment. Reconstruction of Massachusetts Avenue was not anticipated; therefore changes to roadway components such as the median and curb lines were not part of this process. 
There were, however, many constructive discussions about encouraging retail uses on the Avenue.  In response to neighborhood interest, CDD is developing a revision to the current zoning which would require commercial uses on the ground floor of most new projects, and provide a strong incentive to include ground floor retail.  This proposed revision is expected to be the subject of a public discussion at the Planning Board in early spring, and followed by submission to the City Council.
More information on the North Mass. Ave. study can be found at http://www2.cambridgema.gov/cdd/cp/zng/nmass/index.html
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	ADDRESS
	STATUS
	USE
	RETAIL?

	1979 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Residential
	No

	1991-2013 Mass Ave
	Special Permit Granted
	Residential
	Planned

	2055 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Retail
	Yes

	2101-2103 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Residential
	No

	2107 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Residential
	No

	2229 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Retail
	Yes

	2377-2399 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Residential
	Yes

	2419 Mass Ave
	Special Permit Granted
	Residential
	No

	2427 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Residential
	No

	2440-2450 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Residential
	No

	2443 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Residential
	No

	2456 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Residential
	No

	2473 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Retail
	Yes

	2480 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Retail
	Yes

	2495 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Residential
	No

	2500 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Office
	No

	2525 Mass Ave
	Complete
	Mixed Use
	No

	1A-3B Hollis Street
	Complete
	Residential
	No
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