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P R O C E E D I N G S  

  

    MS. LINT:  Meeting of the Pole and 

Conduit Commission, Thursday, February 25.  It's  

10:12 a.m.  We're in the Michael J. Lombardi 

Municipal Building, 831 Massachusetts Avenue, 

Basement Conference Room.  Before you the 

Commissioners:  Chairman Richard Scali, Bill Dwyer, 

and George Fernandes.   

    MR. SCALI:  Before we begin, motion to 

accept the minutes from January 21.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Second.  

    MR. SCALI:  Moved and seconded.   

All in favor?  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes. 

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  Are there any Cambridge 

residents here?  No Cambridge residents, all right.   
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    We'll start with the first item from 

January 21, for NStar for Hemlock Road from Sparks 

Street, four feet of conduit.  We're waiting for 

Comcast application.  

    MS. DUFFY:  Verizon is right below us.  

    MR. SCALI:  We have Verizon on here 

for Hemlock Street placing two feet of two-inch 

conduit Hemlock Road to private property to 11A and 

11B Hemlock Road.  Comcast; not yet?  

    MR. VATALARO:  They're not responding 

to me.  I spoke with the electrician who is 

supposed to get me a check for the application and 

he never followed through.  I talked to him several 

times and told him to have the homeowner call me 

and they never called.  I have the application; 

I've done all the mailings.  They're just not 

responding.  

    MR. SCALI:  They definitely need you 

then.   

    Pleasure of the Commissioners?  

Continue again until next month?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.  
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    MR. SCALI:  Motion to continue.  

    MR. VATALARO:  Where does the 

responsibility fall on that?  Am I supposed to 

track them down?   

    MR. SCALI:  You can't beg them, can 

you?  You can only call them and say, "Are you 

ready?"   

    MR. FERNANDES:  They'll respond when 

they want electricity.  Then we'll ask the question 

and we'll go from there.  

    MS. DUFFY:  We've had this since 

September.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Don't tie it in.  

    MR. SCALI:  When they're ready to open 

their doors they'll realize there's no power.  

    MR. SCALI:  Motion to continue on 

both, moved.  

    MR. DWYER:  Seconded.  

    MR. SCALI:  All in favor?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  
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    MR. SCALI:  From January 21, New 

Street.  We're waiting for Verizon and Comcast 

applications on the 700 feet from Concord Avenue,  

a distance of 230 feet of conduit.  Any on New 

Street?   

    MR. LAU:  Yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  Are you here --  

    MR. LAU:  My name is Ken Lau  

representing the ownership.   

    MR. SCALI:  Are you the owner of the 

contractor?   

    MR. LAU:  I work for the owner.  

    MR. SCALI:  As?  

    MR. LAU:  Developer.  

    MR. SCALI:  So are you here to tell us 

that you need Verizon and Comcast, too?  

    MR. LAU:  Yes.  We're asking for a 

continuance for next month.  We're working  

engineering for Verizon and Comcast.  They should 

be able to submit next month.  NStar has submitted.  

    MR. SCALI:  What is the project for?  

    MR. LAU:  For 53 units of rental.  
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    MR. SCALI:  Apartment rental?  

    MR. LAU:  Yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  So we still need to have 

Verizon.  So one more month you think you'll be all 

set to get things done.  

    MR. LAU:  I'm hoping so, yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  Motion to continue to March 

Pole and Conduit.   

    MR. FERNANDES:  Seconded.  

    MR. SCALI:  Moved and seconded.  All 

in favor?   

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  Thank you, sir. 
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    MR. SCALI:  Continued from January 21, 

NStar for Cambridge Park Drive easterly 720 feet 

west of Alewife Brook, 75 feet of conduit.  We were 

waiting for a review and a coordination with Acorn 

Park.     

    MS. DUFFY:  We want to continue this 

until next month.  There's a meeting today being 

held on it.  

    MR. SCALI:  With Acorn?  

    MS. DUFFY:  Yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  Comments?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  No.  

    MR. SCALI:  Anybody else here on this 

matter?  Motion to continue to March Pole and  

Conduit.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Moved.  

    MR. SCALI:  Moved and seconded.   

All in favor?  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.    
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    MR. SCALI:  At the top of Page 2,  

continued from January 21 for NStar for Traill  

Street.  We're waiting for Verizon and Comcast.  

    MS. LINT:  We have Comcast.  

    MS. DUFFY:  You have them all.  

    MR. SCALI:  We have everybody here.  

So 176 feet southeast of Elmwood Avenue, seven feet 

of conduit.  We have a new application from Comcast 

for the owner to extend the underground conduit in 

the public way located at 12 Traill.  And we have a 

new petition from Verizon for five feet of conduit 

across the sidewalk easterly from Traill Street to 

private property at 12 Traill.  Everyone is here.  

Is this a renovation?  

    MR. GLASS:  New construction.  

    MR. SCALI:  Are you here from --  

    MR. GLASS:  I'm the contractor.  

    MR. SCALI:  Tell us your name.  

    MR. GLASS:  Brian Glass, G-L-A-S-S, 

from Whitmore Brothers Construction.   

    MR. SCALI:  Tell us about the project.  

    MR. GLASS:  That was a tear-down,  
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There was a house there that we removed and we're 

building a new house right now.   

    MR. SCALI:  What stage are you at?  

  MR. GLASS:  I'm doing the interior finish 

as we speak.  I'm hoping for electricity.  

    MR. SCALI:  See, when they want the  

electricity they show up, don't they.  

    MR. GLASS:  We've been trying for a 

few months.  It's Verizon and Comcast, as usual.  

    MR. SCALI:  When they want that power 

hooked up they're right in the front row.    

   Questions from the Commissioners?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  No.  

    MR. DWYER:  Just reassure me that this 

is from that pole right in front of the house.  One 

of the drawings led me to believe it was across the 

street, but I didn't think so.  It's the pole right 

in front there.  

    MS. DUFFY:  Yes.  

    MR. DWYER:  Who is going to be doing 

the actual installation?  

    MR. GLASS:  Electrician, Verizon.   
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Electrician, excuse me, is going to be putting the 

-- no, excuse me, NStar is supposed to do the one 

from the box in the yard to the pole, five feet.  

We're at an underground connection right near the 

sidewalk.  

    MR. DWYER:  So is that clear?  

    MS. DUFFY:  We're doing the riser but 

I'm here because the customer is going to install a 

conduit from the pole in.  

    MR. DWYER:  And right now, you're 

electrician is taking it from the box on the 

property into the house, so far?  

    MR. GLASS:  It is right now.  And 

NStar had told us on the phone anyway that they 

were going to take it from that box to the street, 

but if that's not true, then we'll be putting it 

in.  

    MR. DWYER:  Whoever does the actual 

physical work will need a permit at DPW so we get 

an opportunity to inspect it make sure it's done 

properly.  That trench on-site, did you have 

Inspectional Services out there while you installed 
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that conduit?  

    MR. GLASS:  Yes.  

    MR. DWYER:  I'm just thinking of 

Jackie's Law but I don't think it's deep enough for 

that.  

    MR. SCALI:  So DPW permit.  

    MR. DWYER:  We're okay with that as 

long as they follow all the rules and regs of 

permitting and SPOF.  

    MR. SCALI:  SPOF for the sidewalk?  

    MR. DWYER:  SPOF for the sidewalk.  My 

understanding is that the sidewalk is going to be 

replaced by the developer.  

    MR. GLASS:  The whole thing in front 

is part of the agreement for the property.  

    MR. DWYER:  So if that would be the 

case then SPOF would be eliminated in lieu of that 

construction.  We can deal with that at the time of 

permit.  

    MR. SCALI:  Concerns, Mr. Fernandes?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  No, I'm all set.  

    MR. SCALI:  Does anybody else want to 
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be heard on this matter?  Pleasure of the 

Commissioners?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Motion to approve.  

    MR. SCALI:  Motion to approve with DPW 

permit and SPOF, if needed.  

    MR. DWYER:  Moved. 

    MR. SCALI:  Seconded?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.   

    MR. SCALI:  All in favor?  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  That's on all three with 

regards to NStar, Comcast, Verizon.  Thank you very 

much.  
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    MR. SCALI:  Continued from January 21, 

NStar for Robinson Street.  We were waiting for 

Verizon and Comcast.  We have Verizon.  I don't 

think we have Comcast.  

    MR. VATALARO:  Same deal.  I have a 

call into I believe the electrician, Travis Holbert 

but he's not responding.  

    MR. SCALI:  We still need Comcast.   

Continuation?   

    MR. FERNANDES:  I believe this conduit 

is in already.  

    MR. SCALI:  Already in the sidewalk?   

    MR. DWYER:  I hadn't noticed it.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  I took a peek this  

morning as I rode by.  There's a new riser on the  

pole.  I don't know what else is there.  So who put 

that in?  Do you have any idea? 

    MR. SCALI:  No.  SO that means we get 

to double our fee.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Triple.  

    MR. SCALI:  That's right, we triple 

our fee then.  
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    MR. VATALARO:  Why is everyone looking 

at me?  

    MR. SCALI:  Not you.  You're off the 

hook.   

    Pleasure of the Commissioners?  

Continuation on this for Comcast?  

    MR. DWYER:  Public Works will contact 

the owner.  

    MR. SCALI:  Public Works will contact?   

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  We have plant 

information so we'll contact the owner.  I don't 

know what needs to get done.  

    MR. SCALI:  Motion to continue to 

March Pole and Conduit.  Public Works will contact 

the owner.  Pleasure of the Commissioner on the 

three times fee?  

    MR. DWYER:  Moved.  

    MR. SCALI:  Seconded.  All in favor?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  So we're still waiting 

just on Comcast. 
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    MR. SCALI:  Bottom of Page 2, New 

Petition from Verizon.  Oh, that's the same one, 

I'm sorry.   

    Top of Page 3, New Petition for NStar 

for Cambridge Street northwesterly at Prescott --  

that's misspelled, Prescott -- a distance of 38 

feet of conduit.  We also have NStar.  Is that a 

different application?  

    MS. DUFFY:  They're both for Next G 

and they're both on Cambridge Street.  

    MR. SCALI:  For intersection of Hovey 

Street, 16 feet of conduit.  So both for Next G.   

    MS. BARROSO:  They put an antenna on a 

pole.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  We already approved 

placement of antenna equipment on guide poles at 

those two locations for Next G, and they need 

power.  

    MR. SCALI:  So these are the antennas 

that are on their poles that we said we were going 

to allow?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Right.  
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    MR. SCALI:  And this for connections 

in the street to hook up the antenna.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Correct.  

    MR. SCALI:  Problems?  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  Well, concerns.  

They're not problems but concerns.  Prescott at 

Cambridge Street, brand-new sidewalks, ramps at 

that corner.  Well, not brand-new but a couple of 

years old.  So that has to be all re-done.  

    MS. DUFFY:  Sidewalks and ramps?   

    MR. DWYER:  Where the NStar Electric 

manhole is placed and where it seems like you'll 

have to come out, you'll be disturbing that whole -

- you'll be disturbing both ramps on that side of 

the street where your manhole is, and plus the 

landing area that's associated with that.  It looks 

like you might be into the crosswalk, which will 

have to be realigned.   

    Should we speak to Hovey Street now,  

or should we wait until -- 

    MR. SCALI:  Let's finish this one 

first and then we can go on.  
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    MS. DUFFY:  So that's on Prescott, all 

those things.  Okay.  

    MR. DWYER:  That's a large brick area 

and that's going to need some attention.  We can 

address it at the time of permit but that's got to 

be --  

    MR. SCALI:  Is that a SPOF? 

    MR. DWYER:  No.  It's both a 

replacement and --   

    MS. DUFFY:  So subject to replacement.  

    MR. DWYER:  Replacement and SPOF, yes, 

to DPW specs pertaining to sidewalk ramps and 

sidewalk landings.  

    MR. SCALI:  Any other concerns?   

    MR. DWYER:  There's also a catch basin 

in that area, too, so it's got to be pretty 

extensive with the repair.  

    MR. SCALI:  Pleasure of the 

Commissioners?  Motion to approve subject to SPOF 

and replacement, DPW specs.  

    MR. DWYER:  Moved.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Seconded.  
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    MR. SCALI:  All in favor?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes. 
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    MR. SCALI:  We'll move on to Hovey and 

Cambridge Street.  The same thing for antenna for 

Next G.  Concerns on this one?   

    MR. FERNANDES:  It's the same thing.   

    MR. SCALI:  Similar situation.  

    MR. DWYER:  As far as I'm concerned 

here, Public Works, we're looking at the placement 

you -- we need to bring your attention to there's a 

tree right there.  Right at the base of the tree is 

where it shows the new handhold.  That doesn't seem 

like a smart thing to do to put it right into the 

root ball of the tree.  

    MR. SCALI:  It will kill the tree.  

    MR. DWYER:  But depending on how far 

you need to move that -- we can have a site visit 

to see where you need to move that handhold or 

where you need to put that handhold.  I don't have 

an issue if you want to go right through that 

sidewalk.  If you go right through the sidewalk, 

the same restrictions and conditions apply.  You 

need to re-build that whole ramp, that whole 

landing area, and --  
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    MS. DUFFY:  So same as Prescott?  

    MR. DWYER:  -- also you'll have some 

paving work in the gutter to do on this location.  

Similarly if you lined those -- you bring it off 

the sidewalk and down the gutter line, I think it's 

going to an effect such that you have to do the 

same rehab work one way or the other.  But I will 

add that Public Works is more than happy to put 

together a site visit with you and if the handhold 

is not too far out of proximity where the plan 

location is, we can just go with that.  

    MR. SCALI:  It would probably move  

further out.   

    MR. DWYER:  If we need to move it 

outside the limits, what we're looking at here we 

can have them submit a new drawing at that time, 

but give then the approval to move ahead on this.  

    MR. SCALI:  Is this going to be done 

before the moratorium?  

    MR. DWYER:  No, not that I'm aware of 

anyway.  

    MR. SCALI:  So it wouldn't be done now 
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anyway.  So you'd have time to submit a new plan.  

Concerns?   

    MR. FERNANDES:  No, we're good.  

    MR. SCALI:  Sp motion then to approve 

subject to DPW, SPOF, and permits, and replacement 

or rehab.  

    MR. DWYER:  Full rehab of sidewalk, 

and sidewalk ramp area, and gutter line area 

adjacent to the sidewalk ramp.  

    MR. SCALI:  Gutter and ramps, and DPW 

site visit with new plan to be submitted should the 

site change.  All to be done after moratorium.  

Moved.  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  Second.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Second.  

    MR. SCALI:  All in favor?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes. 
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    MR. SCALI:  Verizon, new petition to 

place 34 feet of conduit westerly to Wheeler 

Street.  Need to move telephone cable to the other 

side of Wheeler to make room for a new culvert with 

the conduit encased in concrete.  I'm not sure 

about this one.  

    Hello, tell us what this is for.   

    MR. DESROSES:  The City is going to be 

doing some work on Wheeler coming from the 

Cambridge Park area.  So we have cables on the 

right side of the street and we have to move them 

on the left.  

    MR. SCALI:  Is this for the new 

restaurant?  

    MR. DESROSES:  The new TD Bank, the 

new building.  We fed them from that first pole 

underground and now we have to extend that conduit 

that goes into the building across the street to 

the left side by the gas station, on the gas 

station side.   

    MR. SCALI:  This is just for Verizon?  

There's nothing for Comcast?  
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    MR. DESROSES:  I think Comcast was 

already on the left side of the street.  

    MR. SCALI:  And the power at NStar, 

too?   

    MR. DESROSES:  The power on the left.  

    MR. SCALI:  They're already on the  

left?   

    MR. DESROSES:  I think they're already 

on the left, yes.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Are you using the two 

four-inch?   

    MR. DESROSES:  Existing that come from 

Concord Avenue to that second pole on the left side 

for the cables.  This is just for the TD Bank 

building.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  We need one for fire 

alarm, conduit.  

    MR. DESROSES:  Okay.   

    MR. SCALI:  So fire alarm.  Anything 

for the street?  

    MR. DESROSES:  Do you want the four-

inch or two-inch?  Four-inch?  
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    MR. FERNANDES:  Yeah.  

    MR. SCALI:  SPOF?   

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  SPOF and permit 

conditions apply.  

    MR. SCALI:  Anything else you need?   

    MR. DESROSES:  Is Cambridge Electric 

going to share that SPOF?  

    MR. FERNANDES:  No.  Why would they 

share it?  

    MR. DWYER:  Are they petitioning for  

it?   

    MR. SCALI:  Are they doing any work  

there?   

    MR. DESROSES:  Just asking.  Putting 

pipe for them.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  I at least hesitated 

to answer.  

    MR. SCALI:  Did they do work there 

before?  

    MR. DWYER:  No.  

    MR. SCALI:  This is just you guys.  

    MR. DWYER:  You could always find 
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another route, existing pipe run out to Alewife, 

Route 2.  It doesn't matter to me.  

    MR. SCALI:  That doesn't sound like 

any fun.   

    Any other conditions, issues?  

Comments?  Motion to approve.  

    MR. DWYER:  Moved.  

    MR. SCALI:  Subject to fire alarm 

conduit, SPOF, and permits.  Moved.  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Seconded.  

    MR. SCALI:  All in favor?  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes.  

    MR. SCALI:  Does anybody else have 

anything else anything else?  Anything else on the 

agenda?   

    Motion to adjourn, moved.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Seconded.  

    MR. SCALI:  All in favor?  

    MR. DWYER:  Yes.  

    MR. FERNANDES:  Yes. 
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 (Whereupon, the proceeding was  

 concluded at 10:32 a.m.) 
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