
 
 
 
February 19, 2014 
 
 
Ms. Karen van Unen,  
Executive Office of Health and Human Services 
Department of Public Health 
Medical Use of Marijuana Program 
99 Chauncy Street, 11th Floor 
Boston, MA 02111 
 
 
Dear Ms. van Unen: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated February 18, 2014, regarding the Registered Marijuana 
Dispensaries (“RMD”) Provisional Process. As this process continues, the City would like to 
provide you with clarification on a number of statements contained in the application by The 
Greeneway Wellness Foundation, Inc. (“Greeneway”) to locate an RMD in Cambridge. 
 
In its application response form submitted to the Commonwealth on November 17, 2013, 
Greeneway states on page 21: 
 

“The Greeneway is committed to operating a registered marijuana dispensary with strict 
compliance to local codes, ordinances and bylaws, as well as with state statute and 
regulations. 
 
The proposed dispensary site is located at 11 1 '' Street in the city of Cambridge. The 
approximately 3,075 square foot facility is located in the Business A zone and is more 
than 2000 ft. from any school, daycare center, or other facility in which children 
commonly congregate, far exceeding the setback required by state and local law. 
 
The city of Cambridge passed a moratorium on permitting RMDs through November 20, 
2013. The City Council has been working to draft regulations that specify the conditions 
under which RMDs are permitted. We anticipate the final regulations to be passed in late 
November, at which time the moratorium would be rescinded and deleted. Under the 
proposed ordinance, The Greeneway's dispensary property complies with the proposed 
law requiring accessibility using public transportation, as it is located within 50 feet of 
both bus and subway stops. 
 
The Greeneway has hired David Gay, a Taunton attorney with expertise in the 
preparation and submission of zoning applications, particularly special permits such as 
the one required in Cambridge. A meeting to review and discuss The Greeneway's special 
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permit is tentatively scheduled for February 4, 2014 and we expect to have the special 
permit in hand by March 3, 2014. 
 
The Greeneway has worked exhaustively with local Cambridge officials to gain support 
for the proposed RMD location. Specifically, The Greeneway has obtained local support 
from Cambridge City Manager Richard Rossi, Assistant City Manager Brian Murphy, 
Public Health Director Claude Jacobs, and several members ofthe Cambridge City 
Council, including Kenneth Reeves, Leland Cheung, Vice Mayor Denise Simmons, 
Dennis Carlone, and with State Representatives Tim Toomey and Dave Rodgers.” 

 
 
First, Greeneway suggests that it had my support and the support of members of my 
administration.  However, during conversations with Greeneway and other potential applicants, I 
and members of my administration were clear that the City administration would remain neutral 
in terms of any application. My administration, including Assistant City Manager Brian Murphy 
and Public Health Director Claude Jacob, has neither supported nor opposed any individual 
application during this process. Please note that the Greeneway application included only one 
letter in support of its application to locate an RMD in Cambridge, which was not from me or 
anyone in my administration. 
 
Second, Greeneway further suggests that it will be issued a special permit in March, 2014. 
However, if Greeneway applies for a special permit, a building permit or a certificate of 
occupancy permit from the City, it will be turned down because its proposed RMD is not located 
in one of the designated districts where such facilities may be located in Cambridge.  
 
The City of Cambridge went through a thoughtful public planning process that created two 
Medical Marijuana Overlay Districts by an amendment to the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance 
adopted in December 2013. The location of Greeneway’s proposed RMD in Cambridge is 
located outside of the Medical Marijuana Overlay Districts that were created by the Cambridge 
City Council pursuant to this zoning amendment process. 
 
Therefore, Greeneway’s proposed RMD will not be able to obtain the necessary permits and 
approvals if it remains at its currently proposed location. 
 
Yours very truly, 

 
 
Richard C. Rossi 
 
 
RCR/lpg 
 


