



	

TO:         	Robert W. Healy, City Manager
FROM:     	Claude-Alix Jacob, Chief Public Health Officer
DATE:	May 21, 2013
SUBJECT: 	Response to Policy Order #4, adopted 11/05/12
[bookmark: _GoBack]Excerpt of Order: It has come to the attention of the City Council that additional locations to dispose of expired or unused medications in order to keep them out of the environment would be beneficial for the community; now therefore be it that the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the appropriate departments to look into the feasibility of finding secure locations where unused or old prescription drugs could be disposed of properly and report back to the City Council. 
(For full text: www2.cambridgema.gov/cityClerk/PolicyOrder.cfm?action=search&item_id=36429)
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The Cambridge Police Department, the Cambridge Prevention Coalition, and the Cambridge Public Health Department provide Cambridge residents the opportunity to dispose of prescription drugs in a safe and environmentally-friendly manner. 

Current disposal opportunities include: 
· A permanent drop-box at the Cambridge Police Department (CPD), 125 Sixth Street, available to residents 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The police department also serves as the city’s official site for the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration’s (DEA) National Prescription Drug Collection initiative on an on-going basis.
This site is secure, well-lit, and accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Since illegal narcotics seized by the police must be destroyed on a routine basis, CPD is able to add these unused medications to its waste stream of illegal substances, which are removed and destroyed by a licensed vendor under an existing contract.
· Free postage-paid mailers for Cambridge residents to send unwanted or unused prescription medicines to a company that will dispose of them properly under U.S. Environmental Protection Agency license.  Residents can obtain mailers by calling the Cambridge Prevention Coalition (617-349-6283) or the Cambridge Public Health Department (617-665-3848). 
· Collection of unused or unwanted prescription drugs by the Cambridge Police Department at the Department of Public Works’ Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection Days began in 2010 with grant support and has continued during each of the three collection events per year.  
The Cambridge Police Department (CPD) has received a waiver from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection for three years allowing the department to offer unwanted medication collection as part of every HHW event.  All medications collected by CPD are tracked until destruction, conforming with laws governing controlled substances.
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Residents who visit the DPW Household Hazardous Waste web page or the Cambridge Public Health Department medication disposal page are directed to information about the permanent drop-off site at the Cambridge Police Department headquarters.
· Cambridge Police Department medication drop-off webpage:
www.cambridgema.gov/cpd/communityresources/prescriptiondrugdropbox.aspx
· Cambridge DPW Household Hazardous Waste webpage:
www.cambridgema.gov/theworks/ourservices/recyclingandtrash/hazardouswastecollection.aspx
· Cambridge Public Health Department medication disposal webpage:
www.cambridgepublichealth.org/hot-topic/medication-disposal.php

Feasibility of Establishing Additional Secure Drop-Off Sites

Regarding the feasibility of establishing additional secure drop-off sites in Cambridge, it should be noted that all drop-off sites must meet the security standards outlined by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA).  Very few, if any, additional sites in Cambridge would satisfy the DEA’s current strict security criteria governing collection sites, since there is a requirement for a police presence at the point of collection to take possession of any controlled substances collected. For this reason, most collection of unwanted medications takes place at scheduled events where it is possible to have a police officer, a pharmacist, and a hazmat technician present at the same time.

Cambridge Public Health Department staff will be meeting with local pharmacy managers in the next few months to discuss a series of issues that would benefit from their cooperation.  The possibility of future collection events will be discussed to determine interest and willingness to work with the City to expand public options for medication disposal.
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