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Cambridge Arts Council
celebrates

Mela Lyman’s New Mural, Anxiety of Beauty and
the Documentary Film Premiere by Fred Woods

August 13, 6:30 p.m.
Paine Park, corner of St. Mary Road and Amory Street

Cambridge, MA — As part of the Cambridge Arts Council’s Summer in the City, free outdoor
performance series, on Thursday, August 13 at 6:30pm, the Arts Council hosts a celebration of
Cambridge artist Mela Lyman’s new mural entitled, Anxiety of Beauty: Revisiting the Fountain of
Youth, at Paine Park at the corner of St. Mary Road and Amory Street in Cambridge. The
evening features the premiere of Fred Woods’ film, Anxiety of Beauty, which documents the
process of creating the mural “in public” during Lyman’s artist-in-residency in the CAC Gallery
between February 2008 and January 2009. Prior to the film screening, enjoy a performance by
Cambridge’s School of Groove Youth Jazz Band. All are welcome to this FREE event. The rain
date is Sunday, August 16 at 6:30 p.m. Information is available at
www.cambridgeartscouncil.org or 617-349-4380.




The Cambridge Arts Council commissioned artist Mela Lyman in 2008 to re-create a large-scale
mural for Paine Park. In the original mural, created in 2002, Lyman incorporated the drawings
of young neighborhood children into a “euphoric landscape” by physically attaching the
drawings to the mural. Subsequent deterioration of the drawings and fading of colors led the
artist to re-imagine her mural anew.

Involving the public again in re-creating her mural, Lyman transformed the Gallery into her
studio. The Arts Council designed programs such as children’s story hours, food tastings, artist
talks, and other events to encourage an on-going dialogue between the artist and the
community. The artist also worked with high school and college students to use Photoshop to
experiment with the mural’s composition and record its stages of development.

Local filmmaker Fred Woods documented the entire process of creating the mural. Sections of
the film were shown on a small screen in the CAC Gallery, allowing the public to view the earlier
stages of the mural’s development. The premiere of the documentary in its entirety will be
shown to the community on an outdoor screen in Paine Park on Thursday, August 13 at 8pm
following the performance by the School of Groove Youth Ensemble.

Mela Lyman’s work has been featured in numerous museums and galleries nationally, and has
been reviewed in ARTFORUM, Art New England, and New Art Examiner, among other
magazines and newspapers. She received her fine art degree from Tufts University and the
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, where she is currently an instructor. In addition to
the Paine Park mural in Cambridge, MA (2002 and 2008), her public arts commissions include a
painted interior frieze at the Water Shuttle Terminal, Logan International Airport, Boston (1994)
and Simpkin Swim Center, County of Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, CA. (2002).

Fred Woods has been creating documentary, educational and advocacy programs for more
than 25 years. His company, Fred Woods Productions, Inc., is based in Cambridge.

School of Groove is a contemporary music school that provides music education to the music of
now. Study is available in rock, jazz, pop, hip-hop, classical, Latin, gospel, and world music. The
school offers individual private instruction, as well as ensembles and classes. School of Groove’s
mission is to provide students with an environment that is conducive towards exploration.
www.schoolofgroove.com

Press Photos: 300 dpi photos of the mural in development are available for download at
http://www.cambridgema.gov/gallery/?AlbumID=213
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