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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

PLANNING BOARD

CITY HALL ANNEX, 344 BROADWAY, CAMBRIDGE, MA  02139

March 30, 2007

To the Honorable, the City Council:

We are pleased to convey our findings to the City Council with regard to the annual Town Gown reporting that took place at the Planning Board meeting of February 6, 2007.  

In recent years we have encouraged the schools to update the Board during the year, as there is activity to report, and to provide the planning context when they are before the Board for a project specific special permit review.  This has been very helpful in the case of Harvard University’s North Yard and Law School developments and the MIT graduate dormitory on Albany Street.  We find that frequent and early updates help streamline the Board’s review of special permits for specific projects.  These updates have been taking place in a constructive manner and have served to keep both the Board and residents informed about ongoing planning at the universities.   

The universities meet with neighborhood groups directly and through City Manager-appointed groups such as the Agassiz Working Group, which worked with the City and Harvard on the Law School proposal, and the new Lesley Working Group, established by the City Manager in 2006, to work with Lesley University on their plans for development in Porter Square and Agassiz.  These conversations are helping foster greater understanding and ongoing communication between the various groups and helping town-gown relations.  

Since 2005 we have asked the institutions to report to the Board on a single night, rather than at a series of meetings, as in the past. We continue to find it instructive to hear the reports in one evening as this facilitates comparisons and provides a better overview. 

Harvard University

The Board is pleased to see Harvard’s Town-Gown report and presentation provide broad-based information on the University’s plans over the next few years and information on the Allston Initiative in addition to plans for physical development in Cambridge.  The presentation on Harvard’s Sustainability initiatives was illuminating and the Board is pleased to see Harvard’s extensive parking and transportation demand management efforts.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

The Board is pleased with MIT’s report and presentation and appreciates receiving information on broad strategic planning goals in addition to the physical planning elements.   Like Harvard, MIT’s emphasis on creative transportation demand management measures is impressive. 
Lesley University

The Board understands that this continues to be a transitional time for Lesley, with President McKenna stepping down in June 2007 and the appointment of a new President in 2007.  The move of the Smithsonian Astrophysics Observatory out of leased space on the second floor of Porter Exchange, the move of the Arts Institute of Boston to Cambridge, and the purchase of North Prospect Church by Lesley create a need for greater attention to physical and strategic planning.  The Board feels that the university would benefit from consistent and ongoing planning assistance.  

Cambridge College

There have been no significant development activities on the part of Cambridge College recently. The Board does continue to receive an annual written update, and will ask the College to join the other institutions for the annual session when there are issues of concern to discuss. 

The Board is eager to be kept up to date on long term planning issues, while realizing that it may be some time before those plans become reality.  We look forward to receiving meaningful and informational reports from all the schools in 2007.
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