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To:		Richard C. Rossi, City Manager 

From:		Joseph E. Barr, Director

Date:		September 14, 2015

Re:	Awaiting Report 15-82 – Feasibility of Truck Bans on Harvey and Chestnut Streets


This memo is in response to Order 21 from the August 10, 2015 City Council Meeting (Awaiting Report 15-82), on the feasibility of implementing truck bans on Harvey Street in North Cambridge and Chestnut Street in Cambridgeport.

Cities and towns do not have the authority to create their own truck bans. Municipalities must request a permit for a Heavy Commercial Vehicle Exclusion from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT). To apply for this permit, the City must first conduct a traffic study of the street. Using an automated traffic counting machine, we count the number of vehicles using the street, as well as their classification. The Federal Highway Administration designates 10 vehicle classifications, dividing them by length and the number of axles.

Once we have completed the study, we submit a request letter to MassDOT, who will evaluate our application on many criteria. Based on experience, the most important criteria are the following:
1. The percentage of existing traffic using the street made up of trucks. MassDOT has indicated that if this percentage in between 5% and 8%, an exclusion can be considered.
2. Available alternate trucking route. We assume that if an exclusion were to be granted, truck traffic would not disappear but would instead divert to streets nearby that the City would identify. MassDOT would review this route to ensure that it is able to accept the additional truck volumes.

This second issue is particularly important, since we would want to understand the impacts on adjacent streets in the network (and the residents and users of those streets) before implementing a truck ban.

In our experience about 8-10 weeks would be needed between initiation of the traffic study and a response back from MassDOT, should a decision be made to pursue these Heavy Vehicle Truck Exclusion permit.

It is also important to note that streets with truck exclusions are still open to trucks for local access and deliveries.

For reference, a map of existing truck exclusion routes is available online at this location: http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/Traffic/RoutesRestrictions.pdf.
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