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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Community Development Department



MEMORANDUM

To:
Robert W. Healy, City Manager

From:  Beth Rubenstein, Assistant City Manager for Community Development
Date:
February 16, 2010
Re:
Council Order O-3, dated February 1, 2010 regarding the status of the Urban Ring Phase 2 project

On January 22, 2010, the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) submitted a letter to MEPA office of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs suspending further environmental review of the Urban Ring Phase 2 project, citing current financial constraints and competing priorities as the reason for not continuing to pursue the full project at this time. 
In lieu of an environmental review process, MassDOT indicated an intent to proceed with aspects of the Urban Ring project, including commitments to: supporting MassPort’s design and construction of the East Boston Haul Road; supporting the alignment outlined in the November 2008 Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report so that municipalities can continue to protect the right-of-way needed for this project; continued planning, analysis, and civic engagement for the full project as an integrated system; and enhancing existing MBTA bus routes, such as through the MBTA’s ongoing Key Bus Routes initiative which includes the #66 bus.
The concept of a circumferential rapid transit line in the Urban Ring corridor dates from the early 1970s, when the project was proposed as a means to increase the effectiveness of our entire transit system. The concept has endured as an important project that has the potential to link dense neighborhoods, employment centers, and major educational and medical institutions with the existing MBTA radial transit system and with each other, while at the same time relieving congestion on the core of the transit system. For Cambridge, the Urban Ring is important both for travel to and from key employment centers, such as Kendall Square and University Park, and for Cambridge residents travelling to and from jobs, schools, and recreation in and out of the city.
In addition, the current Regional Transportation Plan indicates that by the year 2030, there will be a 50% increase in demand for trips by transit, an increase that cannot be handled by our existing system. The Urban Ring continues to represent many of Greater Boston’s greatest opportunities for congestion relief and economic growth, and the Urban Ring corridor is already home to several densely populated Cambridge neighborhoods and major employment districts, including East Cambridge, Kendall Square, and MIT. City staff will continue to work with MassDOT, the Urban Ring Citizen Advisory Committee and affected Cambridge neighborhoods and municipalities to advance the planning for Urban Ring within current financial constraints.
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