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We, having dutifully served our nation, do hereby affirm our greater responsibility to serve the
cause of world peace. To this end we will work with others

(a) To increase public awareness of the costs of war;

(b) To restrain our government from intervening, overtly, and covertly, in the internal
affairs of other nations;

(c) To end the arms race and to reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear weapons;
(d) To seek justice for veterans and victims of war; and
(e) To abolish war as an instrument of national policy.

To achieve these goals, members of Veterans For Peace pledge to use non-violent means and to
maintain an organization that is both democratic and open with the understanding that all
members are trusted to act in the best interests of the group for the larger purpose of world peace.

Veterans For Peace
Evansville Chapter 104
P.O. Box 6713
Evansville, IN 47719

YOU CAN HELP US!
Please consider passing the attached resolution to affirm your community’s opposition to
unbridled militarism. The public is becoming increasingly disillusioned with the wasted lives and

herculean sacrifices of service members’ families caused by our military exploits.
PLEASE PASS THE RESOLUTION!

Gary E. May, Chair
gmay (@ ceoexpress.com

812-455-4750
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Submitted by Cavigswensin on Tus, 2011-20-1

CALLING ON CONGRESS TO REDIRECT MILITARY SPENDING TO DOMESTIC
PRIORITIES

e News

WHEREAS, the severity of the ongoing economic crisis has created budget
shortfalls at all levels of government and requires us to re-examine our
national spending priorities; and

WHEREAS, every dollar spent on the military produces fewer jobs than
spending the same dollar on education, healthcare, clean energy, or even tax
cuts for household consumption[*]; and

WHEREAS, U.S. military spending has approximately doubled in the past
decade, in real dollars and as a percentage of federal discretionary spending;

WHEREAS, well over half of federal discretionary spending is now spent on the
military [**];

WHEREAS, we are spending more money on the military now than during the
Cold War, the Vietnam War, or the Korean War;

WHEREAS, the U.S. military budget could be cut by 80% and remain the
largest in the world;

WHEREAS, President Dwight David Eisenhower warned us 50 years ago that
“In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of
unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial
complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and
will persist”;

WHEREAS, the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform
proposed in both its Co-Chairs' proposal in November 2010 and its final report
in December 2010 major reductions in military spending[***];

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, with the support of Charlottesville
Mayor Dave Norris passed in June 2011 a resolution calling on Congress to
redirect spending to domestic priorities;

WHEREAS, the people of the United States favor redirecting spending to
domestic priorities[ ****];

WHEREAS, the people of the United States in numerous opinion polls favor
withdrawing the U.S. military from Afghanistan;

WHEREAS, the United States has armed forces stationed at approximately -
1,000 foreign bases in approximately 150 foreign countries;

WHEREAS, the United States is the wealthiest nation on earth but trails many
other nations in life expectancy, infant mortality, education level, housing, and
environmental sustainability, as well as in non-military aid to foreign nations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Charlottesville,
Virginia, calls on the U.S. Congress to end foreign ground and drone wars and
reduce base military spending, in order to meet vital human needs, promote
job creation, re-train and re-employ those losing jobs in the process of
conversion to non-military industries, rebuild our infrastructure, aid municipal
and state governments, and develop a new economy based upon renewable,
sustainable energy.

* See "“The U.S. Smployment Effects O Military Arg Domestic Spencing
Priorities: An Updated Anaiysis,” by Robert Pollin & Heidi Garrett-Peltler,
Political Economy Research Institute, University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
October 2009.

*x See "Pecple’s Guids to the Federal Budgst,” by the National Priorities
Project.
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