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To the Honorable, the City Council: =

The undersigned hereby petition the City Council of the City of Cambridge to amend the Map ofgfé
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge by rezoning an area in North Cambridge from its current
designation of Business A-2 to a new designation of Residence B. The area proposed to be rezoned is
detailed in the attached legal description.

The affected area is principally accessed via Cottage Park Avenue, a small dead end street that is
predominantly residential in nature and limited in its ability to safely handle significant automobile
traffic. The westerly side of Cottage Park Avenue is already zoned Residence B and there are residential
uses currently in the affected area.

The density of the current Business A-2 zoning designation, and its wide range or retail and office uses, is
inappropriate for this small area that does not front onto Massachusetts Avenue. It is one of very few
areas along the avenue where the business district extends more than 100 feet from sidewalks along the
highway. Housing at the density of the existing neighborhood as developed on the other side of Cottage
Park Avenue is more appropriate.

City policy has recognized this fact in the recent past. The large area of industrial property at the end of
Cottage Park Avenue was recently rezoned from its original industrial designation to a new, low density
district (Special District 2) similar in density to the Residence B district, with the express intent of
encouraging this industrial land to evolve over time to housing compatible with the abutting
neighborhood. The present proposal would complete the implementation of that change in city policy and
reserve this small area for future residential development as well. The historic commercial and industrial
zoning designations in this area reflected a different time and pattern of use that grew up around the
railroad. Times have changed and land use patterns have evolved; limiting future development along

Cottage Park Avenue to housing is most appropriate today and the proposed rezoning would accomplish
that.

Amend the Zoning Map of the City of Cambridge by doing the following:

Delete the current zoning designation “Business A-2 and North Massachusetts Avenue Overlay District”
on the Zoning Map of the City of Cambridge and substitute therefore the zoning designation “Residence
B” for that area bounded by the centerline of Cottage Park Avenue on the north, the existing Special
District 2 zoning district line on the west and on the east by a line westerly of, parallel to, and 100 feet

distant from the westerly sideline of Massachusetts Avenue. /
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