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March 22, 2004

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

Re:
  Council Order #11 dated 2/23/04  

Sir:

I am writing in response to Council Order # 11 regarding the report on measures being taken by Harvard University and the City to address the recent sexual assaults that have been occurring around the Harvard campus.

In December 2003, the Harvard Square area of the City experienced a series of “groping” assaults that were perpetrated by a lone male assailant. In many of the incidents the female victim could not provide much of a physical description of the “groper” as he would pass her from behind, indecently touch her and then keep walking. This suspect did not have any conversation with any of the females involved and the contact was fleeting. A recurring physical description was developed and a police sketch artist produced a composite photograph. It was the collective opinion of many of us involved that we were dealing with one unknown suspect.

A team of detectives were assembled under the supervision of Sergeant Joseph McSweeney with Detective John Fulkerson as the primary investigator tasked with coordinating overall case follow-up. Each evening a team of detectives were assigned specifically to the Harvard Square area for undercover patrols and surveillances. On several we utilized a female detective as an “undercover decoy”. We had her walk in the same areas where previous “gropings” had occurred. While performing this decoy work she was under constant observation by her Detective counterparts.  Also, during this period the Harvard University Police had extra patrols in the area especially in the areas near their buildings and Harvard Yard.  In late December, Superintendent Giacoppo, Deputy O’Connor, Lt. Sullivan and Detective Sergeant Carter-Wells met with Harvard University Police authorities to discuss our combined efforts in solving these incidents.  Harvard University was informed of our action plan as well as we were informed of their action plan.  During this time the department collaborated with Harvard University on the two Community Alerts that were issued.

On the evening of January 20, 2004 a female pedestrian was groped by a male who fit the description and “M.O.” of the previous incidents. Sgt. McSweeney and his detectives responded to the Holyoke Street area where the incident occurred.  While making observations of the buildings, grounds and overall conditions of this area they noticed security surveillance cameras on the Holyoke Center property. Officers of the Harvard University Police responded and together they went inside the building and viewed a videotape of the previous hour. As they watched the tape being replayed they observed a male that fit the description of this incident as well as previous attacks. This individual was identified as a contract cleaner that was still in the building. He was summoned to the office and was later positively identified by that evening’s victim as her assailant. This subject was taken into custody at Police Headquarters and was questioned about this and other “gropings”.  The suspect male admitted that he had “groped” at least 150 women in the area over the past several months during his employment at Harvard.  Reports to the police total approximately five (5) incidents which indicate that women who may have been “groped” have not reported it to the police.

As a result of his arrest several other complainants have identified the suspect as their assailant. At this time, the suspect remains in custody. The suspect male is an illegal alien from Columbia and now has an INS Detainer placed upon him.

On Feb. 6, 2004 a female was “groped” while waking in Harvard Square by an unknown heavyset male that was riding an “old fashioned” bicycle. On the bicycle handlebars the victim saw a plastic bag with something inside that suggested to her it was a food takeout item. Over the next few days several more incidents (4) occurred with this same suspect.  Lt. Sullivan again sent out a special investigative team led by Detective John Fulkerson to work the Harvard Square area for what we considered to be a copycat type problem.  On Friday night February 12th, detectives were conducting a surveillance in Harvard Square when they observed a heavy set male with the same clothing described, riding the “old fashioned bike” with a white plastic “takeout bag” hanging from the handle bars. This male was stopped and questioned. He was taken to police Headquarters where he agreed to further questioning.  I must point out that detectives were able to pinpoint his whereabouts on this last “groping” that took place at 5:40pm and his arrival for work three (3) minutes later (the attack occurred across from his workplace). The suspect denied any involvement in any “gropings”.  After submitting to questioning (and photographs) he was driven home by Detectives who verified his residence there.  For the next ten days we had a covert surveillance team follow the suspect on his bike to his workplace and later back again. Since the questioning of the suspect, there have not been any more “gropings”. In comparing the suspect’s composite sketch drawing- it is a quality match of that of the suspect.  Detectives have shown photos of this suspect to the female complainants but none could make a positive identification that we were comfortable with for prosecution purposes. 

At this time we consider this male as the suspect responsible for the latest “gropings”. Detectives are positive he is the assailant.  At this time we are performing spot surveillances on this individual and do not consider this a closed investigation.   

On March 27, 2004, Securitas Security Services, Cambridge Women’s Commission, Cambridge Chamber of Commerce, Harvard Square Business Association, CCTV and the Cambridge Chronicle will be holding a Security and Safety Educational Seminar to Discuss Reducing Risk to Women from Street Crime in the Harvard Square Area.  There will be various panelists participating including Nancy Ryan, Executive Director of the Cambridge Women’s Commission and myself.  There is no charge for this community service event.        

Please feel free to call me if you have any additional questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Ronnie Watson

Police Commissioner
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