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To:        Richard C. Rossi, City Manager

From:   Elizabeth Y. Lint, Executive Director

Date:    October 1, 2013

RE:        Council Order 13-29

______________________________________________________________________________


In January, 2012 representatives from several city departments met (traffic, DPW, license) to discuss the feasibility of outdoor dining in parking spaces on structures.  The idea was to create additional space by utilizing parking spaces, as well as making more room for pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk.  This would help those establishments in areas that don’t have sufficient sized sidewalks to be able to have outdoor dining.


1. Traffic had been interested in the city having a pilot program to take out parking for the platform seating as a way to use parking spaces in a fun way and enliven the streets.
1. We had an internal meeting at which we agreed to do a pilot program to see if there was interest in outdoor dining on platforms.  
1. Other cities have had private property owners install them but had them operate as park spaces, with no food service.  We were proposing that they be similar to the sidewalk seating and use would be limited to patrons.
1. The decision, at that time, was that the pilot program would not include serving alcohol on the platform areas.  There were concerns about how it would work; possible liability issues and the agreements would need to have a fuller review with the Law Department.  We decided it made sense to do a more straight forward pilot program with no alcohol, see how it works, and then possibly / likely add alcohol in the next year.
1. DPW pulled together a meeting with Licensing to do a kick-off to the pilot.  All restaurants with outdoor permits were invited and we had a great turnout.  People were interested in the concept and Algiers / Casablanca in Harvard Square and Moska in Central Square followed up in more detail.  
1. The feedback we received at the time is that the cost of the platforms (>$20,000) (needing to be semi-permanent, well constructed, accessible, attractive and save) made it infeasible for folks unless they could serve alcohol.
1. Another concern was where the platforms would be stored in the off season months.


The Moksa area was reviewed by DPW and it was determined that Massachusetts Avenue was not a good location for this type of program.  In addition, they have a patio on private property, so the need that we were seeking to alleviate was not present.

Algiers and Casablanca determined that it was too costly.

Please let me know if you need further information.
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