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HAZARDOUS MATERIAL RESPONSE REPORT

June 8, 2009
Date of Incident: 6/3/09

Location: Schering-Plough 320 Bent Street; Fl. 3

Incident Number: 8012626

On Wednesday June 3, 2009 at 1340 hours, Cambridge Fire Department units were dispatched to Schering-Plough Research Institute at 320 Bent St., Floor 3 for an exposure to the chemical Cyanogen Bromide.

On June 8, 2009 I visited the facility to conduct a follow-up investigation. I met with Ms. Betsy Parsons, Sr. Safety and Environmental Specialist at that location. I also reviewed the Cambridge Fire Department Incident Report.
On the date of the incident a Schering-Plough researcher was measuring out a small amount of Cyanogen Bromide; a solid powder like substance, to be used in an experiment. According to established protocols, the measuring was taking place inside a hood like device equipped with a “HEPA Filter” that would prevent product from leaving the hood. A small negative pressure is created by the device and accompanying filtration system. The amount being measured was 8 grams. (1 pound equals 453.59 grams).

The product is normally kept frozen because it has a high vapor pressure and can convert quickly in air to hydrogen cyanide. The product was thawed at room temperature in a closed container in the hood described above. The researcher placed the small amount of Cyanogen Bromide on weigh paper to then transfer it to a balance which is used in laboratories for measuring. The amount of product was too heavy for the paper and it folded over causing the product to spill onto the floor of the hood. At no time did any product escape from the hood.
The researcher notified a co-worker nearby what had happened and he in turn notified Ms. Parsons according to company protocols. Ms. Parsons immediately printed out the MSDS for the product involved and went to the lab to investigate. One employee was coughing quite a bit but displaying none of the symptoms that would accompany exposure to Cyanogen Bromide. Ms. Parsons evacuated the lab area of all employees and called 911. Upon the 
arrival of Cambridge Fire personnel she apprised them of the situation and assisted them to the best of her ability.
It was at the suggestion of Ms. Parsons that a total of 13 employees working in the area were transported to area hospitals for evaluation as a precaution. Cyanogen Bromide if not properly managed has the ability to convert to Hydrogen Cyanide which can be lethal.

Triumvirate Environmental was retained by Schering-Plough to clean up the product and decontaminate the equipment.

Fire Department units cleared the scene at 1437 hours, less than one hour after the original call.

All employees of Schering-Plough who were transported to area hospitals were discharged by 1630 hours.

The incident was relatively small and was handled appropriately by both Schering-Plough and Cambridge Fire Department units. At no time did this incident pose any hazard to other tenants in the building and/or neighboring facilities or residents.

Respectfully,

Deputy Chief Gerard E. Mahoney

EPAC Coordinator

