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March 5, 2001

COUNCILLOR DECKER

 WHEREAS:
Human service workers who take care of the state's most vulnerable populations, the mentally ill, disabled, mentally retarded and other, are often paid at poverty level; and

WHEREAS:
Social service and human service workers have not received cost of living increases to match inflation since the early 1990's - the beginning of privatization; and

WHEREAS:
Direct care human service workers in Massachusetts work extra jobs in an effort to stay above the poverty line; and

WHEREAS:
Turnover is high in human service agencies sometimes reaching 40 percent; and

WHEREAS:
Low wages and high turnover have created job vacancy problems increasing the demands on workers who stay; and

WHEREAS:
The Human Service Workers Living Wage Act would provide all employees of agencies that deliver social services or child care under contract or subcontract with the Commonwealth of a wage of no less than $12.89 an hour without health care insurance and $11.89 with health care insurance; and

WHEREAS:
The bill would be recalculated annually to ensure that wages would be no less than 135 percent of the federal poverty line for a family of four; and

WHEREAS:
This bill is supported by unions, Massachusetts Council of Human Service Providers, SEIU Local 285 and Local 925 and the Massachusetts chapter of the Alliance for the Mentally Ill; now therefore be it

RESOLVED:
That this City Council go on record in support of the Living Wage for Human Service Workers pending legislation; and be it further

RESOLVED:
That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of this resolution to the entire Cambridge legislative delegation in both the House and Senate on behalf of the entire City Council.
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March 5, 2001

VICE MAYOR MAHER

WHEREAS:
Within the City of Cambridge, the city is blessed to have many special citizens.  Two individuals who particularly stand out in that group are our special honorees today, namely, Edward and Virginia McNulty; and

WHEREAS:
Mr. and Mrs. Mac, as they are affectionately called, were married in 1944 on New Year’s Eve, after having grown up together in North Cambridge; and

WHEREAS:
This union was blessed with two children, Barry, Vice Principal of the Harrington School, and Cynthia, a teacher at the Agassiz School; and 

WHEREAS:
The McNulty family was enlarged with the marriage of Barry to Lisa, and the births of their three children, Justin, Brea, and Keith, and the marriage of Cindy to Peter Joensuu and the birth of their son, Brien; and

WHEREAS:
As Mr. and Mrs. Mac raised their children, they became active in their schools, scouting, sports, and in so doing enhanced not only the lives of Barry and Cindy, but also the lives of their friends; and

WHEREAS:
Over the years, they have been active in numerous political campaigns, the Marsh Post, American Legion, St. Peter’s Holy Name and CYO, Matignon Mother’s Guild, Knights of Matignon Girl Scouts and many other organizations, too numerous to mention; and

WHEREAS:
It has been many years since Cindy left Matignon as a student.  Mr. Mac remains active as a mentor to many students and Mrs. Mac as one of their most loyal sports fans; and 

WHEREAS:
Many young people have Mr. and Mrs. Mac to thank for their kindness and caring ways; now therefore be it

RESOLVED:
That this corner of Churchill Avenue and Matignon Road be henceforth be known as "VIRGINIA AND EDWARD MCNULTY SQUARE"; and be it further

RESOLVED:
That in their honor, today, April 20, 2001 be declared "EDWARD AND VIRGINIA MCNULTY DAY" in Cambridge; and be it further 

RESOLVED:
That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to prepare a suitably engrossed copy of this resolution for presentation to Edward and Virginia McNulty on behalf of the entire City Council.
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March 5, 2001

MAYOR GALLUCCIO

WHEREAS:
Residents in the area served by the MBTA’s Number 75 Bus have expressed concern about the frequency of bus service to their neighborhood; and

WHEREAS:
This City Council has consistently encouraged residents to use public transit and other alternatives to a single-occupant automobile; and

WHEREAS:
The neighborhood served by the Number 75 Bus includes a significant population of elderly residents, many of who rely on public transit as their primary transportation service; and

WHEREAS:
The City of Cambridge provided the second largest city or town contribution to the MBTA and is host to several major MBTA facilities; and

WHEREAS:
A petition signed by almost 250 Cambridge residents living in the area served by the Number 75 Bus has been presented to the Mayor; now therefore be it

ORDERED:
That the City Council go on record requesting the MBTA to reassess bus service provided to the area served by the Number 75 Bus, with special attention paid to service provided to residents of 700 Huron Towers; and be it further

ORDERED:
That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to contact the MBTA requesting a review of the transit service currently provided to the area served by the Number 75 Bus with an eye towards improving service at all times and on all days with special attention to weekday and night time service; and be it further

ORDERED:
That the City Clerk forward a copy of this Order and the attached petition be forwarded to the MBTA   
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March 5, 2001

VICE MAYOR MAHER

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

ORDERED:
That the City Council go on record ordering the dedication of a suitable location for a plaque or other appropriate remembrance for James Babcock, a late Water Department employee. 
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March 5, 2001

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

WHEREAS:
Harvard University is apparently in the process of purchasing the Arsenal on the Charles, a thirty acre business complex in Watertown (see attached 2/28/01 Boston Globe article); and

WHEREAS:
Watertown officials have expressed concern and apprehension regarding the possible loss of millions of dollars in tax revenues should Harvard convert the space to tax-exempt institutional use; now therefore be it

ORDERED:
That the City Council communicate to the Watertown Council its willingness and interest in communication and cooperation with regard to the burdens and benefits of universities to the municipalities which harbor them; and be it further

ORDERED:
That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to communicate with Watertown Town Manager Michael Driscoll with regard to a mutual approach to addressing the concerns and interests arising from the relationship of each municipality with Harvard.
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March 5, 2001

COUNCILLOR DECKER

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

ORDERED:
That the School Department be and hereby is requested to provide the City Council with a presentation on the Student Data Report.
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March 5, 2001

VICE MAYOR MAHER 

ORDERED:
That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to increase police presence and patrol in the area of Mount Auburn Street and Brattle Street through to Huron Avenue to reduce the incidences of graffiti in that area; and be it further

ORDERED:
That police also patrol for graffiti in North Cambridge in the vicinity of Harvey Street, Cedar Street and Reed Street, with particular attention to the store at the corner of Dudley Street and Reed Street, including contacting the store owner.
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March 5, 2001

VICE MAYOR MAHER

ORDERED:
That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to develop a plan for the City to take a proactive stand to advocate for remediation of deplorable disrepair of all of the bridges connecting Cambridge and Boston, with the exception of the Massachusetts Avenue Bridge.
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March 5, 2001

COUNCILLOR DAVIS

ORDERED:
That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to investigate the possibility of developing WOONERFS in Cambridge, including determining whether WOONERFS are possible here.
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March 5, 2001

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

ORDERED:
That City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Acting Commissioner of Public Works to investigate the possibility of resurfacing Bent Street and Rogers Street between Fifth Street and Third Street and Fifth Street from Bent Street to Binney Street in the upcoming construction season; and be it further 

ORDERED:
That City Manager report back to the Council by April 8, 2001.

