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The Economic Development, Training and Employment Committee and the Neighborhood and Long Term Planning Committee conducted a joint public meeting on Thursday, March 29, 2001 at 4:15 p. m. in the Ackermann Room.


The purpose of the meeting was to continue the discussions on planning the May 10th community meeting.


Present at the meeting were:  Councillor Davis, Chair of the Economic Development, Training and Employment Committee, Councillor Decker, Chair of the Neighborhood Long Term Planning Committee, Councillor Reeves, Richard Rossi, Deputy City Manager, Lisa Peterson, Assistant to the City Manager and Public Works, Ellen Semonoff, Deputy Director of Human Services, Benjamin Barnes, License Commission, Sue Clippinger, Director of Traffic, Parking and Transportation, Robert Bersani, Commissioner of Inspectional Services, Paul Schlaver, Consumer Council, Lieutenant Mike Walsh, Police Department, Stuart Dash, Director of Community Planning, Community Development Department (CDD), Elaine Madden, Economic Development Planning, CDD, Elaine Thorne, Associate Planner, CDD, Nancy Gardella, Executive Director, YWCA, Jeff Seifert, President, Cambridge Family YMCA, 

D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk and Donna P. Lopez, Deputy City Clerk.


Councillor Davis opened the meeting and asked all attendees to review the document entitled Community Meeting, which is a recap of the two previous meetings.  Minor changes were made to the document.


Ms. Ellen Semonoff, Deputy Director of Human Services, asked how is Central Square defined.  Councillor Davis responded from Lafayette Square to City Hall.  Mr. Rossi, Deputy City Manager, added Green Street to Bishop Allen Drive.


Councillor Decker stated that she wanted information on the social services and the resources available in Central Square for families and adults.  She asked the representatives from the Y's if there should be break out-groups that focus on entertainment.  Ms. Nancy Gardella, Executive Director, YWCA, stated that she is happy to talk about the recreation enrichment program.  Mr. Seifert, President, Cambridge Family YMCA, stated that he felt people get bored with talk.  He stated that having his staff at the community meeting to do interactive activities would be more beneficial.  He informed the committees that the YMCA and YWCA are interested in becoming more accessible for disabled persons.  


Councillor Davis suggested an exercise session during a break in the roundtables to be done by the Y's.


Councillor Decker stated that she also wanted arts and entertainment activity.  Councillor Reeves spoke about three theatres that are hidden in the square.  


Mr. Rossi stated that the community meeting should not be a lecture setting.  Councillor Decker stated she wanted residents in the community to come to the meeting to learn about the resources available and not get a lecture.  She stated that she wanted the involvement of the restaurants.  This meeting can be a way that art and recreation agencies get to know each other.  Mr. Rossi stated that in order to have free flowing conversation there needs to be a commitment from the agencies.  


Councillor Reeves informed the committee that the best meeting he had been to was the meeting on Envisioning of Central Square.  Councillor Decker asked Councillor Reeves if there was an arts and entertainment component to the Envisioning meeting.  Councillor Reeves responded in the affirmative.  He suggested alternative sites for the meeting, such as University Park, the Dance Complex or the Y's.  He further stated that business owners who own buildings should be invited to the community meeting because they will not know what is going on in the square.  


Councillor Davis stated that this is a lot of material; a choice must be made.  There could be an organization that meets on Central Square every month.  We need to make a start.  


Mr. Paul Schlaver, Consumer Council Director, stated that the purpose of the community meeting should be to share information on the services available to residents including arts, restaurants and entertainment.  The focus should be on information, he said.


Councillor Decker stated that it was already decided that the community meeting should focus on progress that has been made in the square and sharing of information resources.


Ms. Lisa Peterson, Assistant to the City Manager, stated that she saw the meeting either as a report on progress and available resources versus what needs to be done.  Councillor Davis stated that Mr. Winters had suggested looking at Central Square block by block.


Councillor Reeves stated that workshops could be held.  Three evening meetings were held for Kendall Square, he stated.  He further suggested that Sarah Boyer who organized the book on Central Square should be invited to this meeting to give a historical overview of Central Square.


Mr. Benjamin Barnes, License Commissioner, stated that the goal and the audience for the community meeting need to be identified.


Mr. Seifert suggested a perspective on Central Square on what has been gained and lost over the years.  This perspective, he said, sets the stage to outline the resources.


Councillor Reeves stated that it would be advantageous to Central Square to have commercial spaces available for less than market rents to ensure a certain type of business will remain in the square.  


Councillor Davis stated that she liked the concept of the streetscapes, block by block.  There are two goals, she said, one to inform people and one to engage people about Central Square.  She further stated that this meeting should focus on the orders that have been adopted by the City Council, such as the Green Street corridor and bus stops.  Councillor Reeves stated that the most important thing is to ensure that all groups are invited to this community meeting, especially the owners of the buildings.  Councillor Davis stated that the Business Improvement District (BID) group would find the owners of the buildings.  Mr. Barnes stated that the BID has been discussed since 1994; these discussions have been ongoing.  Mr. Rossi stated that discussions have been ongoing but the businesses are not on board.  Councillor Decker stated that it is important to have discussions on the BID.

`
Councillor Decker stated that the wanted the following groups invited to the meeting:

Cambridge Family YMCA;

YWCA;

Green Street Studio;

Out of the Blues; and

Cultural, arts and entertainment agencies.


Ms. Thorne, Associate Planner, CDD, stated that if flyers are sent to the schools and if the school has a bi-lingual program it is necessary to have the flyer translated into a second language as well as in English.  Translation of the brochure is needed for the following languages:

Spanish;

Portuguese;

Haitian/Creole;

Chinese; and

Korean.


Mr. Rossi suggested that the MBTA operational people be invited to the meeting. community Ms. Clippinger would take care of this matter.


Councillor Reeves suggested that the Central Square Improvements Committee and the Central Square Advisory Committee be invited, as well.


Councillor Davis stated that she wanted the Library invited to the community meeting.


City Clerk D. Margaret Drury stated that she would contact the Arts Council to secure the names of the cultural, arts and entertainment agencies.


Councillor Reeves also wanted the following neighborhood groups invited the meeting:

Area 4;

Riverside;

Cambridgeport; and

Mid-Cambridge.


He further suggested that MIT and Harvard University Planning Group be invited.


The meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m.







For the Committees,

_____________________________

_____________________________

Councillor Davis, Chair



Councillor Decker, Chair

Economic Development, Training


Neighborhood Long Term Planning

and Employment Committee


Committee
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The Economic Development, Training and Employment and the Neighborhood Long Term Planning Committees conducted a joint public meeting on Wednesday, April 11, 2001 at 4:15 p.m. in the Ackermann Room.


The purpose of the meeting was to continue discussions on planning the May 10th Community meeting.


Present at the meeting were Councillor Davis, Chair, Economic Development, Training and Employment Committee; Councillor Decker, Chair, Neighborhood Long Term Planning Committee; Richard Rossi, Deputy City Manager; Lisa Peterson, Assistant to the City Manager; Jill Herold, Assistant City Manager for Human Services; Beth Rubenstein, Assistant City Manager for Community Development; Stuart Dash, Director of Community Planning, Community Development Department (CDD); Elaine Madden, Economic Development Planning; Elaine Thorne, Associate Planner, CDD; Benjamin Barnes, License Commissioner; Paul Schlaver, Consumer Council; D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk; and Donna P. Lopez, Deputy City Clerk.


Councillor Davis convened the meeting.  Mr. Rossi, Deputy City Manager, stated that a meeting was held to review the prior meetings to prepare a meeting format.  He outlined the meeting format.  (SEE ATTACHMENT A)

Councillor Davis stated that she felt the BID should be grouped with maintenance and cleanliness.


Councillor Decker stated that she wanted a separate break out group on restaurants.  She suggested contacting all restaurants.


Councillor Davis felt that the 45-minute allotment for a break was too long.  Mr. Rossi stated that during this break, tables containing information would be set up.  Councillor Davis suggested that the tables be labeled.


Councillor Decker requested the Multi-Service Center at the meeting.  Ms. Herold, Assistant City Manager for Human Services, stated that she would have representatives from the Multi-Service Center at the meeting.


Councillor Davis suggested a Question & Answer Session after the introduction.  She stated that City Council orders should be discussed at the appropriate tables.


Councillor Decker requested that the Community Development Department prepare a feedback form.  Ms. Rubenstein stated that multiple facilitators, recorders and flip charts will be needed.


Councillor Decker stated that the next meeting would be needed to fill in who will be invited.


Mr. Rossi stated that the Community Development Department has volunteered to do the flyer.


Councillor Decker stated that CCTV has volunteered to film the community meeting.  She further requested that the flyers be posted in Central Square businesses.  Ms. Thorne, Associate Planner, CDD, stated that she would contact John Clifford.  Mr. Rossi stated that he would take care of the refreshments for the community meeting.


A discussion ensued regarding the flyers.  The flyers would be translated to Spanish, Haitian/Creole, Portuguese and any other language needed and then distributed to the following schools: Longfellow, Maynard-Fletcher, Morse, Cambridgeport, King and Graham and Parks.


The City Clerk will contact Lois Sullivan to secure the number of flyers needed to distribute to the schools.  Mr. Rossi stated that the Public Works Department would distribute the flyers to the schools.  Publicity will be done by cable television notice, newspaper notice, and flyers to schools and businesses and to senior housing developments.


Councillor Davis asked who will do the reporting back.  Mr. Rossi stated that each facilitator would report back.  Councillor Davis asked if there would be a report on the recommendation from the advisory committees.  Ms. Rubenstein stated that she would provide compiled notes from the break out groups.


At the conclusion of the meeting, another meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, 

April 24, 2001 at 3:00 p.m.


Councillors Davis and Decker thanked all attendees.


The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.







For the Committees,

___________________________


_________________________​​​​​_____

Councillor Henrietta Davis, Chair


Councillor Marjorie Decker, Chair

Economic Development, Training and
Neighborhood and Long Term

Employment Committee



Planning Committee
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The Economic Development, Training & Employment and the Neighborhood and Long Term Planning Committees conducted a joint public meeting on Tuesday, April 24, 2001 at 

3:05 p.m. in the Ackermann Room.


The purpose of the meeting was to continue discussions on planning the May 10th community meeting.


Present at the meeting were Councillor Davis, Chair of the Economic Development, Training & Employment Committee; Councillor Decker, Chair of the Neighborhood and Long Term Planning Committee; Councillor Reeves; Richard Rossi, Deputy City Manager; Lisa Peterson, Assistant to the City Manager; Beth Rubenstein, Assistant City Manager for Community Development; Stuart Dash, Director of Community Planning, Community Development Department (CDD); Elaine Thorne, Associate Planner, CDD; Jill Herold, Assistant City manager for Human Services; Benjamin Barnes, License Commissioner; and Donna P Lopez, Deputy City Clerk.


Also present was Samantha Simpson, representing John Clifford of the Green Street Grille.


Councillor Davis opened the meeting and stated the purpose.  She stated that the community meeting needs to be publicized through press releases.  She requested that the meeting be published on the web page, cable television, in the Chronicle, the Boston Globe and the Harvard Crimson.  She further requested that all attendees at neighborhood association meetings be notified of the May 10th meeting.  Ms. Rubenstein, Assistant City Manager for the Community Development Department stated that her staff would do this notification.  She further stated that a team from CDD would arrange to have the posters displayed in the windows of business establishments in the Central Square area.  Ms. Simpson stated that the Green Street Grille would put up the poster.  Councillor Decker stated that she thought that the poster came out great.


Mr. Rossi stated that refreshments such as sandwiches, roll-ups, hors d'oeuvres, water and soft drinks would be supplied by the Green Street Grille for 100-150 people.


Ms. Thorne, CDD, stated that she talked to Mr. Clifford to participate in the restaurant and licensing breakout group.


It was agreed at the meeting that the organization of the resource fair was to be handled by telephoning the City Council Office to reserve space at the tables.  Coordination of the tables will be done by the Public Works Department.  Councillor Decker stated that she felt on person should be responsible to organize the "resource fair" rooms.  She stated that the issue of the resource fair was one of information placed on a table versus a representative located at a table to provide information on services.  She wanted one room to be used for the resource fair.


Councillor Decker and Councillor Reeves both requested that the churches be invited to attend the community meeting.  Ms. Herold, Assistant City Manager for Human Services, stated that the Mayor's Office has a list of the churches.


Councillor Reeves stated that there were at least 100 people who should be telephoned to inform them of the community meeting.  He also stated that Harvard University and MIT Planning Offices should also be invited.   MIT should talk about their vision.  Councillor Davis suggested a session about development in and around the square for MIT.  Mr. Dash, Director of Community Planning, CDD, stated that the slide show and where we are now could cover this area.


Ms. Herold stated that people could be asked to declare what breakout group they would like to participate in at the beginning of the meeting.


Mr. Rossi suggested that a coordinator be picked for each area and work with the respective groups.  Councillor Reeves suggested a letter with a check off sheet.


The Coordinator for the break-out groups were designated as follows:

· Beth Rubenstein
-
Retail mix, development and transportation

· Rich Rossi

-
Public safety

· Lisa Peterson
-
BID, maintenance and cleanliness

· Benjamin Barnes
-
Licensing issues and restaurants

· Pallas Lombardi
-
Arts and cultural

Councillor Decker stated that at the meeting on May 7, 2001, a report would be received from the coordinators on what the session will look like.

Ms. Herold will work on noon availability and coordinate with Ms. Peterson on the number of tables and chairs needed.

Ms. Peterson asked who are the facilitators.  City staff will be the facilitators.

Councillor Decker stated that the coordinators would be responsible for the following:

· Contact individuals on the flyer to see if they want space at the "resource fair";

· Arrange for the facilitators and recorders; and

· Take responsibility for the notes of their particular groups to be included in the report.

Councillors Decker and Davis thanked all attendees.

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.








For the Committees,

Councillor Davis, Chair



Councillor Decker, Chair

Economic Development & Training

Neighborhood and Long Term Planning

Committee




Committee
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The Economic Development, Training & Employment Committee conducted a public meeting on Wednesday, April 18, 2001 at 12:40 p.m. in the Ackermann Room.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the web site and the long term planning of the committee.


Present at the meeting were Councillor Henrietta Davis, Chair of the Committee; Ellen Semonoff, Deputy Director of Human Services; Sue Walsh, Office of Workforce Development; Ellen Madden, Project Planner, Community Development Department (CDD); Tom Makofske, MIS Director; Ini Tomeu, Public Information Officer; Jason Marshall, Project Manager, Assistant to the Mayor; and Donna P. Lopez, Deputy City Clerk.


Councillor Davis opened the meeting and stated the purpose.  She stated that Vice Mayor Maher is able to attend these meetings on Friday and this fact should be kept in mind when the next meeting is scheduled.  The meeting now focused on the discussion of the web page.


Ms. Mintz informed the committee that meetings were held to discuss the web page.  The web page of other cities was also reviewed, she said.  A modest reorganization of the employment page was received.  (ATTACHMENT A)


Ms. Tomeu, Public Information Officer, stated that the Resources page will be rethought when a new web master is hired.  


Ms. Mintz stated that the first link would open to the city positions.  The second link will lead to employment resources for Cambridge residents and the third link will list other jobs search resources and links to the 25 largest employers in Cambridge and preparation of resumes.  


Councillor Davis stated that a definition is needed for all links.  Ms. Mintz stated that there is no job opportunity link.  Ms. Madden, Project Planner, CDD, stated that the training link was a question on the survey.  Ms. Semonoff suggested that the Cambridge Business Development Center and the Economic Development Department be listed in this link.


Councillor Davis suggested that there be a link that will enable outside employers to list resources that can be accessed.  Support for employers should be the title of the link, stated Ms. Mintz.  Ms. Madden stated that the Mayor's Summer Youth Employment Program (MSYEP) should be listed under resources. 


Councillor Davis stated that links should be defined so that the visitor knows what the link contains.  There is an art to writing the links so that the links are inviting, she said.  


Ms. Tomeu stated that she felt adult education does not belong with employment.  Ms. Semonoff stated that adults who are seeking to obtain a G.E.D. to seek employment could check and find that there are resources available.


Ms. Tomeu stated that more subject headings would be added to the web page when the web master is hired.  Councillor Davis stated that she would like a Web Page Advisory Committee formed for the design of the web site.


Mr. Makofske, Director of MIS, stated that there could be public hearings to have people come to review the new web site to see if they have comments.  Councillor Davis asked if there could be interdepartmental group review.  Mr. Makofske responded in the affirmative.  He stated that there was a technical group formed first.  Councillor Davis stated that there is a technical and editorial side to preparing a web page.  Ms. Semonoff informed the committee that MIS is sensitive to both technical versus the users.


Mr. Marshall, Assistant to the Mayor, asked if the Internet would be kept.  Mr. Makofske responded in the affirmative.


Mr. Makofske stated that he would need to know where the links are needed.  Ms. Mintz stated that an interim committee is needed because there is more work to be done.


Ms. Susan Walsh, Office of Workforce Development, asked if a Publishers Web Program could easily be put on the web.  Mr. Makofske stated that it depends on what kind of navigation that you want people to have.  More jumps, he said, make it easier to navigate but it is more work.  Ms. Semonoff stated that an enemy of a good web site is a perfect web site; a more sophisticated format could be produced later.


Councillor Davis stated that information on youth employment would be popular soon due to the need for summer employment and should be on the web site.  Ms. Semonoff stated that the applications for the Mayor's Summer Youth Employment Program are not out yet.  Ms. Walsh stated that the Office of Workforce Development would put the information on the web site regarding summer jobs.  Mr. Makofske stated that it would only take a few hours to add this information to the web site.  Ms. Semonoff stated that the shell cannot be inserted without links.  Councillor Davis stated that links could be added and put to sleep.  Mr. Makofske stated that the design of web pages could be done by departments as well as MIS.


Ms. Mintz asked who is "we"?  Other people, she said, need to review the language.  Mr. Marshall stated that five or six different examples could be done.  Ms. Semonoff stated that Ms. Mintz and Mr. Marshall should work on drafting language and circulate the drafts among the group.


Councillor Davis stated that the sooner, the better that the summer jobs are on the web.  The city's summer jobs should be specific and information should be gathered on other summer opportunities.


The committee now focused on the draft for the long-term planning for the committee.  (ATTACHMENT B)

Ms. Semonoff stated that the first seven items are what has happened in the committee or is in progress.  The last four items are things that are happening over time.  She suggested that a hearing be held on the Bunker Hill Satellite Program.


Councillor Davis asked what is the status on the retreat.  Ms. Walsh stated that it is up in the air.  A meeting is being scheduled with the high school staff now.


Ms. Semonoff stated that the Bunker Hill Program has served the needs of those who have used this program.


Councillor Davis asked who would analyze who the student body is for the program.  Ms. Walsh stated that the data received from Bunker Hill is Cambridge residents and demographic information.


There is no information on income, she said.  Bunker Hill is just starting to do residential data and sending this information to the Cambridge Housing Authority.


Ms. Walsh stated that blanket mailings have been done to target the intended population and the numbers are low.


A discussion ensued about teaching CRLS graduates and what system is used.  Councillor Davis asked if the Economic Development Department should support the effort to track the high school graduates.  Ms. Semonoff stated that the School Department needs to do work on this issue.  Ms. Semonoff suggested inviting Ms. Paula Evans to discuss the school to work vision and the things she feels are useful.  Councillor Davis stated that she would draft a letter and agenda to go to the Superintendent of Schools, Paula Evans and Maria Ferri.  The meeting will include:

· A presentation of the Executive Summary of the survey entitled "Education and Skill for New Cambridge Economy.  Patterns of Employment in New Economic Sectors"; 

· School to career opportunities; and

· Connection to Cambridge employers.

Councillor Davis asked if the Economic Survey would be available for this meeting.  Ms. Madden stated that the information is statistical.  This presentation should be done in June and then the Executive Summary could be made to the School Department.  This information needs to be incorporated in the School to Career Program.

Councillor Davis stated that she would send a letter to the Superintendent of Schools and then follow-up herself or through the Mayor's Office and ask for a meeting to be scheduled in June.

At the conclusion, the following schedule was agreed upon:

May meeting
-
Bunker Hill

June meeting
Meeting with the Superintendent of School, School Committee, Maria Ferri and Paula Evans to present survey "Education and Skill for New Cambridge Economy.  Patterns of Employment in New Economic Sectors"; including the following: 

1. Presentation

2. School to Career

3. Connection to Cambridge Employers

4. Track CRLS graduates.

A full presentation will be made in September to the School Committee.

Councillor Davis will talk to Councillor Braude on "In the Loop," a report on disabled persons and employment.


In November and December a recommendation of the Economic Development Training and Employment Committee will be prepared.


The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.








For the Committee,








Councillor Henrietta Davis








Chair
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The Government Operations, Rules and Claims Committee held a public meeting on Tuesday, April 24, 2001 at 5:35 p. m. in the Ackermann Room for the purpose of reviewing and making recommendations regarding claims filed against the City by members of the public.


Present at the meeting were:  Councillor Jim Braude, Chair of the Committee, Councillor Timothy J. Toomey, Jr., Councillor Michael A. Sullivan, Vice Mayor David P. Maher, Vali Buland, Legal Counsel, Law Department and D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.


Councillor Toomey convened the meeting and explained the purpose.  Thereupon the Committee moved to the consideration of the following claims:

Claimant



Nature of Claim

         

Award 

Robert Assaly



Struck a pothole on Craigie Street

Approved

106A Cedar Avenue


and damaged right front tire.

Natick, MA  01760




Catherine B. Carpenter


Vehicle was hit by a DPW


Approved

Newell Terrace



driver while it was parked.

Cambridge, MA  02140



Luciano Donato



Eyeglasses were broken due to

Approved

56 Willow Street, #3


a fall that occurred while 

Cambridge, MA  02141


renewing parking sticker at






238 Broadway.

Frank Hafey



Incurred storage charge for


Approved

217 Second Court



towed vehicle for the

Palm Beach Gardens, FL  33410

period of 4/26 – 5/5/00.

Kenneth Lee



Unable to obtain information

Hold for 
129 Franklin Street


from the party who rear-ended
 
next meeting

Cambridge, MA  02139


his vehicle and was permitted






to leave the scene by a 






Cambridge police officer.

Angelo Muraca



Power lawn mower struck a 

Hold for
85 Silver Lane



water pipe shutoff valve on 


next meeting

Waltham, MA  02154


Lexington Avenue.  The grass 






grown over the top of  the 






valve.

Jeffrey Pearson



Struck a pothole on Holden 

Approved

304 Cambridge Street


Street damaging front and rear tires. 

Burlington, MA  01803 



Ian Poynter



Struck a pothole on Linnean Street

Approved

40 Gorham Street



at the junction of Walker Street.

Cambridge, MA  02140



Christopher Quaye


Struck a pothole on Matingnon

Approved

263 Arlington Street


Road damaging two tires. 

Medford, MA  02155




Paul Watson



A fire truck struck vehicle


Approved

215 Allston Street



causing damage to the right

Cambridge, MA  02139


front side mirror.

Michelle A. Zona



Struck a pothole on Magazine 

Approved

48A Burnside Avenue


Street and damaged muffler and

Somerville, MA  02144


exhaust system.


Councillor Toomey thanked those present for their attendance.


The meeting adjourned at 5:52 p. m. 







For the Committee,







Councillor Jim Braude,








Chair








COMMITTEE REPORT #










May 7, 2001

COUNCILLBRAUDE

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

VICE MAYOR MAHER

ORDERED:

That the City Council hereby approved payment of claims against

the City of Cambridge in accord with the recommendations set forth in the report of May 7, 2001 Government Operations, Rules and Claims Committee, in the total amount of $2,035.77.
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