August 23, 2005

Stephen R. Pritchard

Acting Commissioner

Department of Conservation and Recreation

251 Causeway Street, Suite 600 

Boston, MA 02114-2104

Dear Commissioner Pritchard:

The city of Cambridge, like many cities, recently has been addressing an interest in and need for local areas where dogs could run “off-leash.”  Given the limited amount of open space in a dense city such as Cambridge, as well as the potential conflicts with tot lots, play areas and recreational playing fields, it has been challenging to identify many such areas. 

The City Council has asked me to contact the Department of Conservation and Recreation to inquire whether the agency would be willing to explore use of some of its property in Cambridge for off-leash dog areas. In particular, interest has focused on the parcel of land at Fresh Pond Parkway and Brattle Street, known as Lowell Park.

City staff would be glad to sit down with representatives from DCR to discuss in greater detail how such a designation might work, limited hours for off-leash activity, and the like. We are currently engaged in a similar effort with respect to city-owned land.

We will contact your office in the next several weeks to see if there are opportunities for collaboration regarding off-leash areas. Please feel free to contact me at 617-349-4611 if I can be of assistance. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Beth Rubenstein

Assistant City Manager for Community Development

