
 
Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities 

Minutes for May 14, 2009 
 

Present – Members: Eileen Keegan Bongiorno, Laura Brelsford, JoAnn Haas, Susan Ellis Holland 
Owen O’Riordan, Kate Patton Regal, Gordon Slater (Youth Ambassador), Rachel Tanenhaus, Dave 
Wood 
Alternates: Bet MacArthur; David Peterson 
Staff: Michael Muehe, Carolyn Thompson 
Absent – Larry Braman, Dave Krebs, Don Summerfield,  
Guests – Cindy Grimes, Mary Lamoureux, Dena Weiss 
 
Introductions – Laura Brelsford welcomed guests, including Dena Weiss, former intern with the 
Commission, who is graduating from Harvard Divinity School in May. 
 
Minutes – The Minutes for April 16, 2009 were approved with one correction. This was Kate Regal’s 
12th year to run the Boston Marathon, not her 10th.  Way to go, Kate! 
  
Announcements – The U.S. Access Board will be holding a “Town Hall” meeting in Boston on May 
28, 2009. It is free and open to the public. Gary Talbot, General Manager of System-Wide 
Accessibility at the MBTA, is a member of the U.S. Access Board. While there will be an opportunity 
for the public to speak at this meeting, it is recommended that questions and suggestions be also be put 
in writing for the Board.  On May 26 VSArts in Massachusetts is sponsoring a one-day event called 
Putting Creativity to Work with John Hockenberry as the keynote speaker. On June 6 the Universal 
Access Program of the Dept. of Conservation and Recreation will sponsor a free Accessible Recreation 
Fair at Artesani Park from 10 am to 3 pm. 
 
Public Works Report – Owen O’Riordan and Kathy Watkins from the Department of Public Works 
(DPW) gave an update on the 5 Year Sidewalk and Street Reconstruction Plan identifying the 
Cambridge streets and sidewalks to be reconstructed each year for the next 5 years. The Plan has been 
revised to include a lot more sidewalk work and has a new emphasis on “Complete Streets” designed 
for all users: pedestrians, cyclists, bus riders, drivers and residents. DPW wants to include all missing 
pedestrian ramps in the Plan and invites the help of the public in identifying these locations. Contact 
the Commission at 617-349-4692 voice or 617-492-0235 TTY or <mmuehe@cambridgema.gov> if 
you know of a place that needs attention. The Plan will be updated 4-5 times during the year. 
Maintaining access during reconstruction is a priority and is emphasized in meetings with contractors. 
 The City is under a court order from the Commonwealth to eliminate “common manholes” for 
sewer and storm water, and this sewer separation project is affecting many streets. Where this city 
infrastructure reconstruction and other private utility work is being done, the City will coordinate the 
rebuilding of adjacent sidewalks and pedestrian ramps. The Plan assumes there will be $2 million per 
year for street and sidewalk reconstruction, but uncertainties related to weather and utility 
repair/replacement and budget constraints may require revisions to the plan each year.  
 The Plan puts an emphasis on reconstructing sidewalks in poor condition that are in high 
priority areas near parks, youth centers, schools,  libraries, senior centers, elderly housing, bus routes, 
along major thoroughfares, and locations identified by the Commission for Persons with Disabilities. 
DPW will post construction updates on their webpage and send flyers to notify to residents of projects 
in their neighborhoods. They will also assess the need for audible signals at intersections, and work on 
creative ways to replace street trees in construction areas. 



 The 5 Year Sidewalk and Street Reconstruction Plan is available for viewing on the DPW 
website at <www.cambridgema.gor/TheWorks/news/streets_sidewalks.htm>. [If you do not have 
access to the website and would like a print copy of this 24 page report, please contact the Commission 
at 617-349-4692 voice or 617-492-0235 TTY.] 
 
Chair’s Report – Laura Brelsford reported that the Commission had sent a letter to the General 
Manager of the Harvest Co-op Market requesting that they provide some seating in the market for 
patrons who need to rest. This will hopefully solve the problem of Harvest Co-op customers sitting in 
the adjacent Clear Conscience Café when they have not purchased any food or beverage from the café.  
 Laura thanked the Commission for allowing her to serve as Chair for two years. She then asked 
if there were additional nominations for Chair and Secretary of the Commission for Persons with 
Disabilities. At the April meeting Rachel Tanenhaus had been nominated for Chair and Dave Wood for 
Secretary. When no additional names were suggested, a Motion to close nominations was made and 
passed. Both candidates were then elected by acclamation. Congratulations to Rachel as the new Chair 
of the Commission and Dave as Secretary. Rachel then thanked the outgoing officers and presided over 
the rest of the meeting. 
 
Disability Reframed: A Community Film Series – Bet MacArthur announced that Criterion is giving 
us permission to show their film, Edward Scissorhands, for $300. She is doing a site visit on Friday, 
5/15 to check out the room in the Stata Center, 32 Vassar Street at MIT where we will have the 
screening. John Kelly, of the Boston Neighborhood Access Group, will facilitate the discussion after 
the movie. Promotional information for this screening on June 6 at 2 pm is on the city Calendar of 
Events at <www.cambridgema.gov>, and will be included in the weekly employee PIO Update. It was 
listed in the May-June issue of AccessLetter and Carolyn Thompson will email the information to 
everyone on the Commission’s distribution lists. Rachel will put the film series on Facebook and 
JoAnn Haas volunteered to publicize it at Harvard and on WBUR. Carolyn will email the flyer to 
Commission members for duplication and posting. 
 Bet has a friend from South Africa lined up to provide commentary when we show 
Emmanuel’s Gift, a 2005 documentary about a disabled man from Ghana whose mission and purpose 
is to change the image of people with disabilities forever. If anyone has ideas about future selections, 
even old TV shows, please email your suggestions to Bet MacArthur at <arenagroup@comcast.net>. 
 
Executive Director’s Report – Michael Muehe brought before the Commission a request to use some 
of the N.O.D. Award money to help pay for an accessible carousel to be part of the newly 
reconstructed playground on the Cambridge Common. Two years ago the City established a Healthy 
Play Initiative Task Force (HPITF) to develop new models for designing public spaces, including 
children’s play areas. Among other goals, this initiative includes a strong commitment to universal 
design access. This stainless steel carousel would be installed flush with the surrounding paving to 
accommodate both children in strollers and wheelchairs. It would allow both able bodied and disabled 
children and their caregivers to participate together o the same piece of equipment. The carousel would 
be a tangible effort on the part of CCPD and the City to demonstrate a commitment to HPITF goals. It 
will be a long lasting, visible symbol of accessibility for children with disabilities.  
 The current plans specify a less costly rotating climber due to budget constraints, but that 
structure lacks the higher degree of play value offered by the carousel. This particular piece of 
equipment from Germany would be the first of its kind in the United States.  The current budget for 
this new playground is $5000 short of the needed amount to purchase and install this accessible 
carousel. A Motion was made to contribute $5000 from the N.O.D. Award money for this piece of 
equipment. The Motion PASSED unanimously. JoAnn commented that it will introduce children with 
and without disabilities to integrated play.  



 
 Michael thanked Laura Brelsford and Kate Patton Regal, past Chair and Secretary, for their 
sterling service to the Commission these last two years. He said he would be attending the U.S. Access 
Board meeting in Boston on May 28. He thanked Bet, JoAnn Haas, Dave Wood and Larry Braman for 
their work in the videotaping of a new PSA about the Commission at CCTV last week. A special 
thanks goes to JoAnn and David Haas for the original background music.  
 The Cambridge River Festival will be on Saturday, June 13 from 12 noon until 6 pm. For the 
Commission to have an information booth/table this year, we will need several more people to staff the 
table. Bet can be there 9-12 to set-up and has an umbrella she can bring.  JoAnn and David Haas and 
Don Summerfield volunteered for 12-2 pm, Dave Wood and Gordie Slater for 2-4 pm. It was decided 
to go ahead with the booth, and Carolyn will turn in our application tomorrow. We still need some help 
from 4-6 pm; contact CCPD if you are available. 
 
Disability Project Coordinator’s Report – Carolyn Thompson described a mailing the Commission 
will be sending to religious congregations in Cambridge reminding them of the importance of making 
their programs and facilities accessible to people with disabilities. It will include a letter of 
introduction, information about how CCPD can help them with disability and access issues and some 
suggested “first steps” that would not be huge budget items. The Commission approved the mailing 
with just one suggestion: to include a note about religious organizations needing to comply with the 
MAAB regulations even though they are exempt under the ADA. Carolyn said she will also be on the 
program for the Mayor’s monthly Clergy Breakfast on Tuesday, June 23. She will be speaking to 
issues specific to faith communities, providing them with some resources, and presenting information 
about the Commission and how we can provide technical assistance to these leaders and the 
congregations they serve. She asked for volunteers to help with several site visits to particular 
churches. Bet, Dave Wood, David Peterson, JoAnn Haas, and Dena Weiss volunteered. 
 
Public Input – One of the guests asked for assistance finding housing in Cambridge and was referred 
to the Multiservice Center on Brookline Street. 
 
New Business – Dave Wood raised the issue of using “robo calls” (computer generated calls) and 
Reverse 911 calls to residents to inform them about upcoming street and sidewalk construction projects 
in their neighborhoods. Such calls have been used the past to remind property owners of their snow 
removal obligations. It was suggested that we invite George Fosque, Director of Emergency 
Communications, to the next CCPD meeting to discuss Reverse 911 and the 911 Disability Indicator 
system.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted by Carolyn Thompson  
 
 


