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TO: Richard C. Rossi, City Manager 

FROM: Claude-Alix Jacob, Chief Public Health Officer  

DATE: August 5, 2015 

SUBJECT:  Response to Policy Order #8, adopted 6/15/2015 

Text of Order: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer That the City Manager be 

and hereby is requested to confer with relevant City staff or the appropriate departments on the 

feasibility and effectiveness of legally requiring supermarkets to donate leftover food to donation centers 

in order to cut down on food waste. 

Full text: (http://www2.cambridgema.gov/cityclerk/PolicyOrder.cfm?item_id=49933) 

 

Increasing access to affordable and healthy foods and beverages is a priority for the City
1
 and the primary 

focus of the city’s Food and Fitness Policy Council. About 11% of people who completed the 2013 

Cambridge Community Health Assessment Survey identified “hunger” as a top social and economic issue 

for Cambridge.
2
 

 

Food rescue can reduce food waste and improve food security for Cambridge residents. Cambridge and 

Boston organizations, such as Food for Free and the Greater Boston Food Bank, are already receiving 

donations of prepared food from local supermarkets, including Whole Foods, Trader Joe’s, and Harvest 

Supermarket.  In addition to supermarkets, there are other efforts in this area.  For instance, Harvard 

University created a program that provides Food for Free with daily donations from the dining halls that 

are distributed in Cambridge and beyond.  As part of that program, Harvard provided the Cambridge 

Community Center with freezers in order to facilitate distribution from that location.  

 

The Cambridge Public Health Department is aware that under a new state regulation (310 CMR 19.000) 

promulgated by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection to prevent commercial food 

waste disposal, retailers and producers (such as large supermarkets) that dispose of greater than one ton 

per week of food waste must divert this waste from disposal through donation, compost, anaerobic 

digestion, or similar means.  This Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection regulation took 

effect in October 2014.  

 

The Cambridge Public Health Department will work with representatives from city departments and 

community organizations to (1) better understand how the city’s larger supermarkets are currently 

diverting food waste from disposal and (2) develop recommendations on how to work with these retailers 

to increase the potential for donations that will benefit the Cambridge community.  

 

Participating city departments and organizations may include: 

 Cambridge Food and Fitness Policy Council 

 Cambridge Economic Opportunity Committee (CEOC) 

 Cambridge Public Health Department 

 Community Development Department (multiple divisions) 

 Department of Human Service Programs 

 Department of Public Works 

 Food for Free 

 Harvard University 

 Inspectional Services Department 

 Law Department 

 

                                                           
1 Cambridge Public Health Department. (2015). The City of Cambridge Community Health Improvement Plan, pp.29-30. 

Available at: http://www.cambridgepublichealth.org/policy-practice/public-health-accreditation/Final-Cambridge-CHIP-

Report.pdf. 
2 Cambridge Public Health Department. (2014). The City of Cambridge Community Health Assessment, p. 17. Available at: 

http://www.cambridgepublichealth.org/publications/FinalCambridgeCHAreport(2).pdf. 


