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Dear Members of the City Council,

We want to express our very strong support of the overlay zoning proposal submitted by Lesley
University which will allow them to bring the Art Institute of Boston to Porter Square on Mass Ave next
to the T stop.

We are all residents of Neighborhood 9 and live just a few blocks from the property in question.

We feel that North Cambridge will be enriched by bringing in an art school of AIB’s caliber. This section
of Mass Avenue will be enlivened by having art students, teachers, projects and performances in
evidence, day and night. It is no secret that this stretch of Mass Ave, from Harvard’s newly moved
Victorians to the Porter T stop, is currently pretty gritty. The Lesley-AIB development will go a long way
toward making North Mass Ave the Boulevard it deserves to be.

The Lesley-AIB Art School belongs prominently on Mass Ave. The various alternatives proposed by some
of the abutters, such as building behind the old Sears bldg, are not feasible, and are not going to
happen.

The North Prospect Congregational Church, moved and restored to its original quiet elegance and
relationship to the ground and the street, minus the disproportional later additions, will be more
attractive, and certainly more useful to the community, than what is there now. The North Prospect
Congregational Church is not functioning as a church or pre-school anymore; the congregation no longer
exists and the pre-school is soon to be happily ensconced in a nearby neighborhood, while the Lesley-
AIB proposal will bring the repositioned church back to life again.

We firmly believe that even the individuals who currently oppose the Lesley-AlB project, because they
fear it will adversely affect their properties, or change a view or a patch of green they have grown to
believe is their right to keep, will find their property values and lives improved by this new neighbor.

Much of the opposition to this project has taken on the tone of “no development, freeze everything in
any way historic the way it is now, keep all open land undeveloped, no matter how unusable by the
neighborhood currently” . This is a questionable approach to zoning at any time, and highly
inappropriate on Mass Ave, just blocks from a major T stop.



This process has now gone on for nearly 3 years, and Lesley has worked closely, and responswel\,, wrch
the council, historical committee and neighbors (many of whom were on the study committee). |

time to let them get on with the design and building of what promises to be a great addition to Porter
Square, our neighborhood, and Cambridge.

The Council must choose between the interests of the few (no matter how strongly expressed) and the
greater community good. We think the Lesley-AIB project and the future growth of Lesley at Porter
Square will make this part of Cambridge a much better place and we heartily welcome Lesley and AIB as
neighbors,

Thank you very much for your attention to this letter, and for all of the time you have each ziven to
consideration of this project.

Sincerely yours,
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