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June 13, 2012

Robert W. Healy

City Manager


Re:
Council Order No. 7, dated May 14, 2012

Dear Sir:


As requested, I am responding to the above council order regarding the recent United States Supreme Court decision of Florence v. Board of Chosen Freeholders of County of Burlington.  


While this decision is certainly relevant to the situations posed daily to the Middlesex Sheriff’s Department, it does not implicate the policies and procedures of the Cambridge Police Department.  The Court in Florence addressed a limited issue, holding that jail administrators may require all arrestees who are committed to the general population of a jail to undergo visual strip searches not involving physical contact by corrections officers.  

The Cambridge Police Department does not commit arrestees to a general population.  Each arrestee is instead temporarily housed in an individual holding cell until released or transported to the appropriate judicial venue.  As such, the Cambridge Police Department adheres to the “more stringent” “probable cause standard” for strip and visual body cavity searches traditionally required by Massachusetts courts, and  recently reaffirmed by the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court in Commonwealth v. Morales, SJC-10982 (May 29, 2012).      


If further information is required please contact me.







Sincerely,
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Robert C. Haas







Police Commissioner
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