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June 23, 2004

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

Re:
Council Order #16, dated 6/14/04

Sir:

Enclosed you will find a detailed report from Superintendent Giacoppo on incidents of hate crimes of defacing property in West Cambridge.  The report details the incidents that occurred as they are under investigation. The department continued directed patrols utilizing both marked and unmarked units in the area, as a result an arrest was made on June 18, 2004.  The department will continue to  monitor this situation and respond accordingly.

Please feel free to call me if you have any additional questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Ronnie Watson

Police Commissioner

Enclosure

Sir,

During the weekend of June 4-5 the Huron Ave area of Neighborhood 10 experienced eleven (11) incidents of graffiti tagging. In all of the cases a white colored spray-paint was used. Beginning late on Friday night (into Saturday) we believe that eight (8) taggings occurred. Although the exact times of these incidents are unknown, Investigators believe that between 9:pm- 1:00am offers us the best time frame range. Sometime during Saturday night at least another three (3) incidents occurred. We are not certain if all occurred Saturday or on Friday and were not discovered by the reporting parties. There are no suspects at this time with the exception of a tagging reference to “Chris is cool”. There are no witnesses for any of these incidents. None of the reporting persons contacted related that they have been subject to any recent harassment of any type. A resident on one of the streets affected, provided information that late on Friday night (approximately 11:00pm) she observed three white males (aged 12-14 years) walking down the street which she felt was suspicious. In all of the taggings words or a “swastika” were used as none of the typical “art drawings” were involved. The categorization of the graffiti is as follows :

In four of the incidents a “swastika” was painted: Two cars, a fence and a mailbox were defaced.

In three of the incidents a reference to race and ethnicity were displayed: Two on cars and on the fence.

In four of these incidents other markings were as follows: On three cars – one was painted with the letters “MiH” , one with the slogan “Chris is cool” and the other car had markings of an unknown nature. 

The fourth incident involved a wall at the Tobin School were someone painted three profane words  

Detective James Dwyer and Detective Donald Bombino both have been assigned all of these cases. They report that they have no evidence at this time and believe that this is the random work of younger males that are not the more experienced “taggers” that we encounter. After these reports were made area patrols were briefed. In addition we have given a crime summary about these incidents in our daily crime recap bulletin. The Investigation Section has assigned two detectives to weekend undercover patrol for these tagging incidents. Since June 5th there have not been any more reports of tagging in this or any other adjacent neighborhoods.

On the evening of June 18th Detectives Alex Collazo & Kevin Branley were performing the extra undercover patrol duties for tagging.  They observed two teen males walking in the Sparks Street area and further observed them produce a paint spray canister. These youths were followed and the Detectives observed them place graffiti on barrels, street signs and a mailbox. They were stopped and taken into custody and charged with tagging. One of the males is a Reservoir Street resident while the other resides in Boston.  Neither of these subjects were willing to be interviewed about other tagging in the area.

We are continuing the extra patrols at this time. 
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