Common Invasive Plants at
Fresh Pond Reservation

Black Swallowwort

Because it has attractive
leaves and large, showy,
clusters of cream colored
flowers, this edible peren-
nial was widely planted as
an ornamental. The flow-
ers, however, produce
numerous fertile seeds not
consumed by insects. It
can also spreading by
underground  rhizomes
creating dense thickets up
to 10 feet tall. It grows well
near water, in disturbed
areas, and can tolerate full
shade, drought, and high
temperatures. Removal
requires pulling up the
entire root.

Known to kill monarch cater-
pillars this vine can be
mistaken for milkweed by
butterflies. It has tiny purple
star-shaped flowers that are
yellow in the middle that
develop into 2" long green
pods containing numerous
seeds similar to those of
milkweed. Each seed has a
parachute that carries it long
distances by wind or by
floating across water. This
vine quickly wraps itself
around pretty much anything
and loves to climb chain-link
fences. Since pulling plants
out usually leaves behind
networks of spaghetti roots,
digging and careful disposal
seem to be the only effective
long-term method of control.

Japanese Knotweed
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Common Buckthorn

Both types of buckthorn, which can reach 20 feet in height, were
imported from Europe for use as small ornamental trees and
hedges and soon escaped into fields, open woods, and wet-
lands. The juicy, black berries of these non-native shrubs harbor
very few insects, which is especially detrimental to baby birds,
who need protein for optimal growth. A thicket of buckthorn
offers safe nesting sites, but a poor diet. In the Reservation we
are using weed wrenches to pull up buckthorn by the roots and
then replanting with native shrubs.

Glossy Buckthorn

Beneath lovely purple flower
clusters lies a root system that
forms impenetrable mats
crowding out native plants, and
reducing plant and animal
diversity. A single plant pro-
duces 2 million seeds scat-
tered by wind, water, and wa-
terfowl. . Although insects visit
the flowers for nectar, no other
animals benefit from its pres-
ence, and many are harmed by
the loss of biodiversity resulting
from its proliferation. Once
established, purple loosestrife
is difficult to remove except by
using chemicals. At Fresh
Pond we have been releasing
beetles who feed on the
leaves.

Multiflora Rose

Imported from Japan in the 1930’s for erosion control, these
spiny shrubs have also been planted along highways as crash
barriers. Producing showy, fragrant, pink or white flowers in the
summer and bright red rose hips in the fall, the hips and spiny
canes provide food and shelter for animals. Spreading in dis-
turbed areas, open fields, and many other habitats, it also cre-
ates impenetrable thickets that exclude native plant species.
Control requires removal of entire bush.
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