
ARTICLE XI 
PEDESTRIANS’ RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

 
Sec. 11.1 PEDESTRIANS CROSSING WAYS OR ROADWAYS 

Pedestrians shall obey the directions of police officers directing traffic; and whenever there is an officer directing 
traffic, a traffic control signal or a marked crosswalk within three hundred (300) feet of a pedestrian, no such 
pedestrian shall cross a way or roadway except within the limits of a marked crosswalk and as hereinafter provided in 
these regulations. For the purpose of these regulations, a marked crosswalk shall only be construed to be that area of 
the roadway reserved for pedestrian crossing marked with white reflective pavement markings. 

 
Sec. 11.2 PEDESTRIAN ACTUATION 

(a) At a traffic-control signal location where pedestrian indications are provided but which are shown only upon 
actuation by means of a pedestrian push button, no pedestrian shall cross a roadway unless or until the 
pedestrian control signal push button has been actuated and then cross only on the proper pedestrian signal 
indication. At traffic-control signal locations where no pedestrian indication is provided, pedestrians shall 
cross only on the green indication.  

(b) At a traffic-control signal location, pedestrians shall yield the right of way to vehicles of a funeral or other 
procession or authorized emergency vehicle while in performance of emergency duties regardless of the 
signal indication given, and they shall not attempt to cross the roadway until such vehicles or procession has 
passed at which time pedestrians shall then cross the roadway only as provided in these regulations. 

 
Sec. 11.3 PEDESTRIANS SUBJECT TO TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNALS 

Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control signals as heretofore declared in Sections 4.5, 4.6 and 4.7 of these 
regulations, but at all other places pedestrians shall be granted those rights and be subject to the restrictions stated in 
this article. 

 
Sec. 11.4  PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS AND USE OF ROADWAYS 

(a) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a sidewalk or safety island and walk or run into the path of a vehicle 
which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield the right of way. 

(b) Pedestrians shall at all times attempt to cross a roadway using the right half of crosswalks. 
(c) Where sidewalks are provided, it shall be unlawful for any pedestrian to walk along and upon an adjacent 

roadway whenever the sidewalk is open to pedestrian use. 
(d) Where sidewalks are not provided, any pedestrian walking along and upon a highway shall, when practicable, 

walk only on the left side of the roadway on its unfinished shoulder facing traffic which may approach from 
the opposite direction. 

(e) Persons alighting from the roadway side of any vehicle parked at the curb or edge of roadway shall proceed 
immediately to the sidewalk or edge of roadway adjacent to vehicle, and shall cross the roadway only as 
authorized by these regulations. 

(f) It shall be unlawful for any person to actuate a pedestrian control signal or to enter a marked crosswalk unless 
a crossing of the roadway is intended. 

 
Sec. 11.5 CROSSING AT NON-SIGNALIZED LOCATIONS 

(a) Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked crosswalk, as referred to in 
Section 11.4, shall yield the right of way to all vehicles upon the roadway. At a point where a pedestrian 
tunnel or overpass has been provided, pedestrians shall cross the roadway only by the use of the tunnel or 
overpass. 

(b) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway at any place other than by a route at right angles to the curb or by the 
shortest route to the opposite curb except in a marked crosswalk. 

 
Sec. 11.6 OBEDIENCE OF PEDESTRIANS TO RAILROAD SIGNALS 

No pedestrian shall pass through, around, over, or under any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad grade crossing while 
such gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or closed. 

 
Sec. 11.7 PEDESTRIANS SOLICITING RIDES OR BUSINESS 

No person shall stand in a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride, employment, or business from the occupant of 
any vehicle. 

 
Sec. 11.8 PENALTIES 

Any person who violates the provisions of this regulation which deal with the proper use of ways by pedestrians shall 
be punished as provided in G.L. c.90, §18A. 

 


