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STRETCH CODE OVERVIEW  
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City of Cambridge – Public Hearing – Tues October 20th, 2009



IECC and ASHRAE Codes in MA

• MA 7th edition: IECC 2006/07 and ASHRAE 
90.1-2007 for energy code

• MA 8th edition: 2009 ‘I’ Codes: IBC, IMC, IEBC 
and IECC begins in 2010.
Note: IECC 2009 retains ASHRAE 90.1-2007 as 

a compliance path for commercial buildings

ASHRAE 90.1 = Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings
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Commercial ‘Stretch’ Appendix
• Only applies to New Construction over 5,000 ft2

– New Buildings or Building additions 

• Performance option for all new Buildings
– 20% below ASHRAE 90.1-2007
– Required for all buildings over 100,000 ft2

– Required for Labs, Supermarkets, over 40,000 ft2

• Prescriptive option for most building types 
– 5,000 - 100,000 ft2 
– Likely to form the basis of the next IECC 2012 code

• Exemptions (comply with base code)
– Commercial buildings smaller than  5,000 ft2 

– Special cases smaller than 40,000 ft2

– Commercial renovations and  existing interior fit-outs
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Commercial ‘Stretch’ options by 
building size/type

• Over 100,000 ft2  - Only Performance option
– Energy model showing 20% below ASHRAE 90.1-2007

• 5,000-100,000 ft2 – Performance or Prescriptive
– 20% below ASHRAE or 
– Stretch code amendments to IECC Chapter 5

• Special cases – buildings with unusual energy 
demands
– Supermarkets, Labs, Warehouses 
– Over 40,000 ft2  - 20% below ASHRAE 90.1-2007 



Commercial ‘Stretch’ & LEED(v.3)

• LEED and Commercial ‘Stretch’ 

code are fully compatible
– Both use ASHRAE 90.1-2007

as the energy modeling baseline.

• LEED energy model = Stretch code model
20% better than ASHRAE 90.1-2007= 5 LEED 

energy modeling points

• LEED also has non-energy requirements



Code Compliance & Inspections
• Essentially the same as base code

• Code Official has the same authority

– Same building inspections

– Approves building documents 

or ASHRAE modeling as

documentation of energy

• Certificate is required



Training on new energy codes

• Covering both the IECC 2009 & Stretch code

• Provided free to all Code Officials
– Includes IECC code book and Stretch appendix

– ASHRAE 90.1-2007 book available at cost

• Provided at cost to building professionals

• Begins later this year
– Separate Commercial and Residential sessions 

• Utilities providing Commercial training on 
Core Performance (prescriptive option)
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Implementation Timeline example

• Example of adoption by Town of Canterburg, MA 
– Oct 22, 2009  - Municipal public hearing

– Dec 3, 2009 - Vote of Board of Selectmen to adopt Stretch 
(Canterburg becomes a Green Community)

• Timing of code implementation in Canterburg
– Jan 1, 2010 Stretch code implemented alongside base code 

in Canterburg

– Jan – Jul 2010 new building permits can comply with either 
base code or Stretch until July 1, 2010

– Jul 1, 2010 Stretch code becomes sole energy code in 
Canterburg



9

Stretch appendix http://tiny.cc/8xbBo

http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eopsmodulechunk&L=3&L0=Home&L1=Public+Safety+Agencies&L2=Massachusetts+Department+of+Public+Safety&sid=Eeops&b=terminalcontent&f=dps_bbrs_build_code_changes_public_hearing&csid=Eeops
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Questions ?
Contacts: 
Dept. of Public Safety

Mike Guigli (617) 826-5215

mike.guigli@state.ma.us

Energy & Environment (EOEEA)

Ian Finlayson (617) 626-4910

ian.finlayson@state.ma.us

Marc Breslow (617) 626-1105

marc.breslow@state.ma.us

Image source: Manulife building, Fort Point Associates, Inc.
http://www.fpa-inc.com/HTML%20Files/Projects_Com.htm


