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Advocates Express Alarm Over Budget Cuts
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Advocates for individuals with disabilities, including the Coalition for Legal Rights of People with Disabilities (CLRD), have voiced grave concern over cuts in state services being proposed by Governor Deval Patrick for fiscal year 2012, which begins July 1, 2011.

Despite a 2008 action plan by Patrick officials designed to decrease unnecessary institutionalization of people with disabilities, through the provision of community-based supports, a fresh round of budget cuts proposed by Gov. Patrick places these supports in jeopardy, advocates said.

The 2008 document, dubbed the Commonwealth’s “Olmstead Plan”, was geared to implement the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1999 decision imposing an “integration mandate” on states that relied too much on institutional care for people with disabilities, rather than community-based services. 
CLRD advocates have singled out the following cuts in the Governor’s 2012 H1 budget proposal as being of particular concern: 

· Independent Living Centers (funded through Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission).  Centers for Independent Living served 18,351 people with disabilities in 2010.  Proposed cuts will severely limit their ability to divert and transition individuals from nursing homes and institutional settings into the community and empower people with disabilities to gain practical independent living skills through advocacy, peer support and PCA services.

(More on Budget Cuts, page 2)
Artist Creates New Access Symbol
In an effort to generate more thought and dialogue about the way society perceives people with disabilities, one Cambridge artist embarked on a project to redesign the standard disability access symbol, with dynamic intent.

Sara Hendren, a Cambridgeport resident with years of experience in painting and drawing, and a 5-year-old son with Down syndrome, had been thinking a lot about everyday symbols and what they communicate, both implicitly and explicitly.  Hendren sees the standard accessibility symbol as too static-looking.  The international symbol of access, as it is officially known, depicts a stick figure in a wheelchair, arms perfectly horizontal, hands not touching the wheels.  “The limbs have this squared-off rigidity, and the posture is unnatural… not organic,” says Hendren.

Comparing the standard accessibility symbol with other common symbols, Hendren noticed a striking difference.  “There are all of these stick figures throughout our environment that are abstractions, say, there’s a sign with a person on a boat, representing where you can go boating, or swimming, or camping—and all of these bodies have this incredible amount of dynamism...”  

Hendren wondered why so many of these stick figure symbols look so dynamic, while the standard accessibility symbol looked so stiff. “How is it that they’ve gotten this attention and this one [access symbol] hasn’t?” questions Hendren, instead calling for a new iconography.  “I think that the old wheelchair symbol is too passive, given the prevailing assumptions about disability that are out there. We need a symbol that represents agency in the world.” 

(More on Access Symbol, page 2)

Budget Cuts (cont. from page 1)

· Community Services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  More than 38,000 children and adults in Massachusetts receive services from the Department of Developmental Services in conjunction with MassHealth and the Department of Public Health.  Proposed cuts to Day Habilitation, Adult Foster Care, employment services and Family Support will further reduce individual choice and independent living skills and create additional burdens for exceedingly strained family members and caregivers.
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Adult Day Health.  Over 11,000 individuals with disabilities and frail elderly Massachusetts residents who attend approximately 140 adult day health centers in the state would lose critical nursing care, medication monitoring, access to healthy meals, and the ability to participate in social and physical activities, if proposed cuts to the program occur.  Many centers would be forced to close, and thousands of individuals could be forced into nursing homes.

· Mental Health (MH) Services.  Significant proposed cuts to Clubhouses, children’s MH services, housing, and emergency services will impede discharges from expensive inpatient facilities and increase hospital re-admissions due to a lack of community-based services.  
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Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission.  Cuts to the Supported Living program would severely obstruct the Commonwealth’s Community First commitment to empower and support individuals with disabilities and elders to live with dignity and independence in the community.

· DBCAN Program.  The Deaf-Blind Community Access Network program is a collaborative program between the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind and the Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing which funds Service Support Providers who assist with vital community living tasks such as shopping, banking and attending medical appointments.  Without this program, members of the Deaf-Blind community would be forced to rely on more expensive state services.
Anyone wishing to express opinions or concerns about the Gov.’s budget can call the Gov.’s office at 617‑725‑4005, can contact their state senator at 617‑722‑1500, or can contact their state representative at 617‑722‑2500.
Access Symbol (cont. from page 1)

Looking around further, Hendren observed that some places – museums and stores, for example – have started using a modified version of the standard accessibility symbol, with the body leaning forward slightly and the arm, bent at an angle, poised to push off the wheel.  That seemed like a big improvement to Hendren, who, working with a collaborator, began to design her own version of this more-dynamic accessibility icon.  Her new version incorporates more organic shapes, like a rounded-off hand and foot, and a circle superimposed over an arc, showing the wheelchair in mid-motion; the net effect, says Hendren, demonstrates “forward motion of the person using the chair.”
Hendren’s next step was to place her revised icon onto a clear plastic sticker, designed to be placed on top of one of the existing standard accessibility symbols in the real world.  “I don’t want to be a designer of a new icon so much; [rather] as an artist I want to intervene in the space that’s already there,” says Hendren.  

The artist’s hope is that people will see her new, dynamic symbol superimposed over the old passive access symbol, and that will trigger more thinking about the passive roles many nondisabled people impose on people with disabilities.  “In my experience with my son…, and in my work with people with disabilities, there tends to be a lifetime of things getting done to you and for you in a way that doesn’t help anybody… this whole presumed incompetence.”
If society is truly to embrace the goal of people with disabilities becoming more independent, Hendren maintains, “I think that, politically and culturally, the idea of disability as passivity is really something that needs to be taken apart.”
Arguing for an explicit feedback loop between a society’s ethics and its aesthetics, Hendren says “We need our built environment to evolve with our ideas, or to help us evolve our ideas.  I feel like sometimes images come first… not always… but sometimes images help drive our ethics.”
Hendren concludes, “What we need is more three-dimensionality in the way that we interact with one another…that’s what I’m hoping for my son, in his future, and that’s what I hope for this community that I feel connected to, where there’s still a less accessible world than there could be.”
To see more images, request stickers, or to join the discussion, visit Sara Hendren’s website: <www.ablersite.org>.
Q. I have a disability and have a low household income -- in the past, I've had problems with Social Security and with a landlord who was violating my housing rights -- I could have used a lawyer to help me -- where can I go for free legal assistance?

A. There are several agencies in the Cambridge/ Boston area that provide free legal assistance to low income folks with disabilities. Here are some legal resources you may want to add to your phonebook:

Community Legal Services and Counseling Center (CLSACC)

(617) 661-1010

www.clsacc.org

Disability Law Center (DLC)

(617) 723-8455
(800) 872-9992
www.dlc-ma.org


Greater Boston Legal Services and Cambridge Somerville Legal Services
(617) 603-2700

(800) 323-3205

www.gbls.org

Harvard Legal Aid Bureau

(617) 495-4408

www.harvardlegalaid.org

Volunteer Lawyers Project

(617) 423-0648
www.vlpnet.org


These agencies generally receive many more requests for legal help than they can handle; so they may have a system of prioritizing cases. Some of these agencies may specialize in only two or three areas of the law, e.g. evictions, discrimination, etc., while others provide a broader range of legal services.  Still others may have income limits or serve only a limited geographical area.
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Newly-Redesigned Resource Guide Helps You Get Connected!

<www.CambridgeSomervilleResourceGuide.org>

The Cambridge Somerville Resource Guide is an on-line directory of health and human services for residents and providers of Cambridge and Somerville. 
It is a searchable database of agencies and programs that provide a wide range of services, including: disability, housing, healthcare, childcare, after-school programming, food and nutrition, education, employment, mental health, transportation, financial assistance, recreational activities, and more! 
The database is intended to help residents and service providers find local programs and services that are the best match for their needs.

Need help learning to navigate the site? Take a look at the video tutorial right on the home page!

Data collection and updates are the responsibility of the City of Cambridge Department of Human Service Programs (DHSP) Planning & Development Division. Please contact Marianne Colangelo, DHSP Information and Referral Coordinator, by email at <csrginfo@cambridgema.gov> or phone at 617‑349‑6966 with questions.

Upcoming Events of Interest to the Disability Community

(See end of Calendar for all weekly/recurring events)

Apr. 2

Families Creating Together, a Multigenerational Expressive Arts Program in English and Spanish for Children with and without Disabilities and Their Families – Offered by Spontaneous Celebrations, this program welcomes and includes children with and without disabilities, their siblings, friends, parents and grandparents in a wheelchair accessible setting.  Workshops include adapted arts activities, such as creating magical environments, puppetry, storytelling, story creation, collages and painting. This workshop will be held from 10am to 12pm at the Nate Smith House, 155 Lamartine Street, Jamaica Plain, near the Stony Brook Station on the MBTA Orange Line. The Suggested Donation is $5.00-$10.00 per workshop per family, but nobody is turned away.  Pre-registration is required. For more information, or to register, contact Ed Pazzanese, Accessibility Coordinator, by email at <Ed@SpontaneousCelebrations.org> or by phone at 617-524-2910.  More information, including directions, may also be found online at <http://www.spontaneouscelebrations.org>.
Apr. 5

Adaptive Skating: Games on Ice! – Offered by the Department of Recreation’s (DCR) Universal Access Program (UAP), this is an opportunity try out your wheelchair, an ice sled, or conventional skates on the ice!  The Cronin Skating Rink, 850 Revere Beach Parkway, Revere will be reserved for adaptive skating from 11:30am to 1:30pm.  Spin, slide, race, slalom, socialize and play gently competitive games with others.  Ice sleds will be available for sled hockey and agility games. For more information, or to register, call 413‑527-8980 or email <Heidi.Marie-Peterson@state.ma.us>.
Apr. 6

Autism Awareness & Technology Resource Fair and “Future Technology for Autism: Emotion and Sensory Processing” Presentation – Offered by the Center for Children with Special Needs (CCSN) at the Floating Hospital for Children at Tufts Medical Center, this FREE fair is an opportunity to learn about cutting-edge autism technology, including smart phone applications and devices that assist with organization, education and leisure time activities. In addition to technology, there will also be information on getting health insurance to cover ABA services, special education law, a wide variety of local autism resources, Asperger’s-specific services and programs, social skill programming and parent training opportunities, and more!  The fair will be held in the Tufts Medical Center Main Lobby, 800 Washington Street, Boston, from 10am to noon, followed by a presentation titled “Future Technology for Autism: Emotion and Sensory Processing” in the auditorium next to the lobby by MIT Professor Dr. Rosalind Picard, Director of MIT’s Autism Technology Initiative. For more information about the fair, contact Bernadette Bently, CCSN Autism Resource Specialist at 617-636-1305 or <bbently@ccsnboston.org>, or see <www.ccsnboston.org>. For information about MIT’s Autism Technology Initiative, see  <www.media.mit.edu/research/autism-communication-technology-initiative>.
Apr. 11

Understanding Asperger Syndrome: Interventions and Strategies for Parents – Offered by the Asperger’s Association of New England (AANE), this workshop, designed for families of newly diagnosed children, describes in detail and through real-life examples, some of the most common characteristics of AS. It also includes basic information about behavioral issues, parenting strategies, disclosure and school concerns. It offers “first step” help for parents as they begin their journey as parents of a wonderfully quirky, socially awkward, sometimes precocious, often challenging child with AS. This workshop will be held from 7:00 to 9:30 pm at AANE, 85 Main St., Suite 101, Watertown, MA.  Cost is $35 for members, $45 for non-members.  For more information or to register, call 617-393-3824 or see <www.aane.org>.
Apr. 14

Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities (CCPD) Monthly Meeting – meets in the 2nd floor conference room at 51 Inman Street, Cambridge from 5:30pm-7pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month, unless a holiday, with opportunity for public comment. Call 617-349-4692 (voice) or 617-492-0235 (TTY) or email <kthurman@cambridgema.gov> for more information or to request accommodations.

Apr. 20

FREE Apartment Search Workshop – Designed for tenants who have a rental subsidy or who are able to afford market-rate rents, this free workshop is being offered by the Metropolitan Boston Housing Partnership (MBHP).  Participants will learn how to search for an apartment, tips for contacting property owners, information about tenants’ rights under the Fair Housing laws, and more.  The workshop will be held from 10:00am to 11:30am at MBHP, 125 Lincoln Street, 5th Floor, Boston (near South Station).  Space is limited and pre-registration is advised. For more information, or to register, contact Valerie Puleo at 617‑425-6641 or <workshops@mbhp.org>.

Apr. 23

Families Creating Together, a Multigenerational Expressive Arts Program in English and Spanish for Children with and without Disabilities and Their Families – Offered by Spontaneous Celebrations, this program welcomes and includes children with and without disabilities, their siblings, friends, parents and grandparents in a wheelchair accessible setting. Workshops include adapted arts activities, such as creating magical environments, puppetry, storytelling, story creation, collages and painting. This workshop will be held from 10am to 12pm at the Nate Smith House, 155 Lamartine Street, Jamaica Plain, near the Stony Brook Station on the MBTA Orange Line. The Suggested Donation is $5.00-$10.00 per workshop per family, but nobody is turned away. Pre-registration is required. For more information, or to register, contact Ed Pazzanese, Accessibility Coordinator, by email at <Ed@SpontaneousCelebrations.org> or by phone at 617-524-2910. More information, including directions, may also be found online at <www.spontaneouscelebrations.org>.

May 7

Disability Reframed: A Community Film Series presents Marlon Brando in The Men.  Join us for another FREE movie screening – Marlon Brando stars in this often-overlooked 1950 drama about a World War II veteran returning home with a spinal cord injury.  The film, which will be followed by comments and an open-forum discussion, will be held from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Citywide Senior Center, 806 Massachusetts Ave. in Central Square, Cambridge.  This is a free public event; bring your friends! The site is wheelchair accessible.  No need to RSVP.  For questions, contact the Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities at 617-349-4692 (Voice), 617‑492‑0235 (TTY) or email <kthurman@cambridgema.gov>.

May 7

FREE & Fully Accessible 33rd Annual Wake Up the Earth Festival with ASL Interpreted Performances – Offered by Spontaneous Celebrations, this festival is a free wheelchair-accessible public celebration featuring multicultural music, dance, popular theatre, storytelling for all ages, children’s activities, and street performers. All performances are American Sign Language interpreted. This event will be held from 1:00pm to 4:00pm at the Southwest Corridor Park in Jamaica Plain, and is accessible by taking the Orange Line to the Stonybrook Park Station. There will be food and craft vendors from around the world. Raindate is May 8. See <www.SpontaneousCelebrations.org> or call 617-524-6373 for more information.

May 9

Understanding Asperger Syndrome: Interventions and Strategies for Parents – Please see April 11 listing for details.

May 12

Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities (CCPD) Monthly Meeting – meets in the 2nd floor conference room at 51 Inman Street, Cambridge from 5:30 pm – 7 pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month, unless a holiday, with opportunity for public comment. Call 617-349-4692 (voice) or 617-492-0235 (TTY) or email <kthurman@cambridgema.gov> for more information or to request accommodations.

May 16

 Bike Riding 101 for Parents – Offered by the Asperger’s Association of New England (AANE), this workshop will help parents learn why bike riding is a complex skill and how to break the process of learning how to ride a bike into manageable steps for their children with Asperger Syndrome and related disabilities. This workshop will be held from 7-8:30 p.m. at the AANE office, 85 Main Street, Suite 101 in Watertown, with a registration fee of $40 for AANE members and $50 for non-members. For more information, including possible partial scholarships, or to register, call 617-393-3824, email <info@aane.org>, or see <www.aane.org/upcoming_events>.
June 18

Another FREE movie presented by Disability Reframed: a Community Film Series – Film title TBA. The screening, followed by comments and an open-forum discussion, will be held from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Citywide Senior Center, 806 Massachusetts Ave. in Central Square, Cambridge.  This is a free public event; bring your friends! The site is wheelchair accessible. No need to RSVP.  For questions, contact the Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities at 617-349-4692 (Voice), 617‑492‑0235 (TTY) or email <kthurman@cambridgema.gov>.

Weekly & Recurring Events
Ongoing by Appointment

Injured Worker Support Meetings –Meetings are scheduled by appointment, often the 1st Wednesday of the month, 5:15 - 6:45 pm. Meetings/appointments usually take place at 650 Beacon Street, Kenmore Square, Boston, 4th Floor Conference Room. Volunteers provide resources and support. For more information or to set up a meeting, call 617-247-6827, or go to <www.rsiaction.org>.

Mondays


NAMI Connection – a support group for adults with mental illness sponsored by the National Alliance on Mental Illness, meets every Monday, 1-2:30 p.m. at the Cambridge Somerville Recovery Learning Community, 153 South St, 2nd Floor in Somerville. The group is free and open to all who self-identify as having a mental illness, regardless of diagnosis. For more information, contact Janel Tan at 617-863-5388 or <tanj@vinfen.org>.

Tuesdays


Boston Voice Users – this group for people who use speech recognition or dictation software meets from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at MIT in Building 2, Rm.135.  To find out more about meetings and discussions go to <www.bostonvoiceusers.org>.  

Wednesdays


Access Advisory Committee to the MBTA (AACT) meets 1 – 3 p.m. at the State Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, 2nd floor Conference Room #2 on the 4th Wednesday of each month. Call 617‑973‑7507 voice or 617‑973‑7089 TTY or email <aact@ctps.org> for more information or to request interpreters.  Security measures require proper ID for access to meetings.


DBSA-Boston (Depression Bipolar Support Alliance of Boston) Support Group meets every Wednesday evening, 7 - 9 p.m. at McLean Hospital in Belmont (de Marneffe Building, 1st floor lobby).  Includes a lecture on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays.  Call 617‑855‑2795 or see <www.dbsaboston.org> for more information.

Feeling for Form Introductory Tour of MFA for blind & low vision visitors – The Museum of Fine Arts (MFA) in Boston offers a series of introductory one-on-one guided tours to the Museum and its collections for blind and low vision individuals who want to build a deeper relationship with the Museum.  Each monthly session focuses on a different collection and includes wayfinding and verbal description of spaces.  These tours are given on the 1st Sunday of the month at 10:30 am and the 3rd Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  Individuals can attend one or more sessions, whichever interests them.  Guided tours can also be scheduled at other times.  Pre-registration is not required unless a visitor needs a sighted guide or other access accommodation.  Contact Valerie Burrows at 617-369-3302 or <vburrows@mfa.org> to register.  Call 617‑369-3189 or email <access@mfa.org> or go to <www.mfa.org> for more information.  The MFA is located at 465 Huntington Avenue in Boston, and is accessible by the Green line “E” train to the “Museum of Fine Arts” stop, or the Orange line train to the “Ruggles” stop.


Free introductory tour of MFA in sign language & with assistive listening devices –A new monthly offering at the Museum of Fine Arts (MFA) in Boston for people who are Deaf or hard of hearing.  These tours will be given at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.  No pre-registration is required; meet at the Sharf Visitor Center in the MFA.  For more information about accessible programs Valerie Burrows at 617-369-3302 voice, 617-267-9703 TTY or email <access@mfa.org>.


Open Support Group for Adults on the Autism Spectrum – Meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, 7-8:30 pm at the offices of the Autism Association of New England (AANE), 85 Main St., Suite 101, Watertown, MA.  Hosted by Jamie Freed; a $5 donation is suggested.  RSVP to 617-393-3824, x310 or <Jamie.Freed@aane.org>.


Rainbow Support Group for Adults with Developmental Disabilities – Funded by Massachusetts Advocates Standing Strong and the Department of Developmental Services, and hosted by Cambridge Family & Children’s Service (CFCS), this group provides an opportunity for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and intersex individuals with developmental challenges to find their voice, be heard and supported in a safe, friendly environment.  Participants must be at least 22 years old.  Meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, 4:30 to 6:00pm at CFCS, 60 Gore Street, Cambridge, which is accessible by taking the MBTA Green Line to the Lechmere station.  For more information, contact Leah Meiselbach at <lmeiselbach@helpfamilies.org> or 617-876-4210, x133.


Senior Support Group for Caregivers over 60 – meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the Family Resource Center, 20 Gould Street in Reading. Share and learn with other seniors who have adult family members with developmental disabilities.  For meeting times or more information, contact Judy SantaMaria at 781-942-4888, x4022 or <familysupport@theemarc.org>.

Thursdays


Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities (CCPD) Monthly Meeting – meets on the 2nd Thursday, unless a holiday, of each month at 51 Inman Street, 2nd floor Conference Room, 5:30 to 7 p.m. with opportunity for public comment.  Call 617-349-4692 or email <kthurman@cambridgema.gov> for more information or to request accommodations.


DBSA-Boston (Depression Bipolar Support Alliance of Boston) Support Group – meets at Mass. General Hospital every Thursday, 7 - 9 p.m. in the Schiff Conference Center Room, Suite 4A on the 4th floor in the Yawkey Building. Follow the signs. Meetings are free and open to public. For more information call 617‑855‑2795 or email <mghgroup@dbsaboston.org>.


“Piecing the Puzzle,” a Parent to Parent Autism Support Group – meets in Jefferson Park Community Room #1, at Jackson Place in Cambridge every Thursday from 10 am to 12 noon. The purpose of this group is to provide support and understanding to families with children on the autism spectrum and to increase autism awareness in the community. Sponsored by Cambridge Family & Children’s Services in collaboration with the Dept. of Developmental Services (DDS).  For more information or to become a member, contact Yevett Fraticelli at <piecing_the_puzzle@yahoogroups.com> or 617-876-4210, x105.

Saturdays


Boston Acquired Brain Injury Support Group (BABIS) – The mission of this free support group is to provide a positive forum for peer socialization, hope and education for people with acquired brain injury, their family and friends. This group is held on the 1st Saturday of the month, from 10am-12pm at Spaulding Rehab Hospital, conference rooms 8A & AB, 125 Nashua Street, Boston. No registration required, just show up! For more information, call Sally Johnson at 617-573-2539, email <babisgroup@hotmail.com>, or see <www.babis.info>. 

Sundays


Feeling for Form Introductory Tour of MFA for blind & low vision visitors –These tours are given on the 1st Sunday of the month at 10:30 am.  Pre-registration is not required for the Sunday tours unless a sighted guide or other access accommodation is needed.  See Wednesday listing for details.  

Deadline Extended: Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities Seeks New Members
Cambridge City Manager Robert W. Healy is seeking persons interested in serving on the Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities (CCPD) advisory board.  Made up of 11 Members who serve three-year terms in a volunteer capacity, the CCPD board meets on the second Thursday of every month at 5:30 PM.  

CCPD seeks to build a membership that reflects the cultural and racial diversity of the city, is cross-disability in nature and representative of the different geographical areas of the community.  Members must be current residents of Cambridge. 
Together we work to maximize access to all aspects of Cambridge community life for individuals with disabilities, and strives to raise awareness of disability matters, to eliminate discrimination, and to promote equal opportunity for people with all types of disabilities – physical, mental and sensory.  

CCPD Members are expected to work with other Members and CCPD staff to fulfill the goals and objectives of the CCPD Ordinance (CMC Chapter 2.96).  

Members of CCPD are expected to attend monthly meetings, participate in subcommittees, and work on various short and/or long-term projects, as needed.

Interested persons should submit a letter by Friday, April 22, 2011 describing their relevant experience and the kinds of disability-related issues or projects that interest them (along with a resume if possible) to:
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Robert W. Healy, City Manager

City of Cambridge

795 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139

Fax: 617-349-4307

E-mail: <citymanager@cambridgema.gov>

Access Notice: The City of Cambridge and Commission for Persons with Disabilities do not discriminate on the basis of disability.  This newsletter is available in e-mail, large print and other alternative formats upon request.  To add your name to our mailing list, to inquire about alternative formats, or for information about other auxiliary aids and services or reasonable modifications in policies and procedures, contact CCPD.
Cambridge City Council

David P. Maher, Mayor
Henrietta Davis, Vice-Mayor
Leland Cheung

Marjorie C. Decker

Craig A. Kelley

Kenneth E. Reeves
Sam Seidel
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E. Denise Simmons 
Timothy J. Toomey, Jr.
City Administration

Robert W. Healy, City Manager
Richard C. Rossi, Deputy City Manager
Ellen Semonoff, Assistant City Manager, Human Service Programs
Commission for Persons with Disabilities 

Michael Muehe, Executive Director/ADA Coordinator
Kate Thurman, Disability Project Coordinator




AccessLetter is produced by the Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities, 
part of the Department of Human Service Programs, 
51 Inman Street, second floor, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 02139

We welcome your articles, comments, criticisms, and suggestions.  Write us!

Read past issues on our website: www.cambridgema.gov/DHSP2/disabilities.cfm

If you would rather receive your copy of AccessLetter electronically, please provide us with your name and e-mail address.  To request that your name be removed from our mailing list, contact us at 617-349-4692 Voice, 617‑492‑0235 TTY, 617-349-4766 Fax, or <kthurman@cambridgema.gov>
Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities

51 Inman Street, second floor

Cambridge, MA  02139[image: image8.wmf]



Artist Sara Hendren poses with traditional access symbol (top) and her revision of the icon (bottom)
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