
The Historic Cambridge Collaborative 
 

presents 
 

CAMBRIDGE DISCOVERY DAYS:  
WOMENõS VOICES 

 
Margaret Fuller (1810-1850) 

 

TOURS & EVENTS 
Two Saturdays 

August 7th and August 14th, 2010 
 

FREE!   RAIN OR SHINE! 
 

 
 

How does it work? 
Simply meet the guide at the spot where the tour begins, 

or gather at the site where an event takes place.  
For most events, no reservations are necessary;  

there is no need to call ahead.  
If you do have questions, you may contact the guide, the 

Cambridge Historical Commission at 617 349 4683 
(weekdays), or the Longfellow National Historic Site at 

617 876 4491 (seven days a week). 
 

Tours and events marked with an asterisk [*] are offered both Saturdays. 



SATURDAY, AUGUST 7, 2010 
 
 
 
8:00 AM ï 7:00 PM 
Self-guided Tours of Mount Auburn Cemetery, A National Historic Landmark 

Mount Auburn Cemetery, designated a National Historic Landmark by the 
Department of the Interior, is one of the country's most significant cultural landscapes.  
Founded in 1831, it was the first landscaped or garden cemetery in the United States and 
now contains something to interest and delight every visitor. Mount Auburn is the final 
resting place for many of the men and women who helped shape our world; a diverse 
arboretum with more than 5,000 trees; an important urban wildlife habitat; and a 
landscape ornamented with significant works of art and architecture.   

Maps and self-guided tour brochures are available at the entrance literature rack. 
Audio tours are available for rental from 9:00 AM ï 3:00 PM from the Visitors Center 
located in Story Chapel.  

 

Self-guided 
Materials available in the literature rack at the entrance gates, 580 Mount Auburn Street 
More information: 617 547 7105 OR friends@mountauburn.org 
      www.mountauburn.org 

 
9:30-10:30 AM 
* ñHomekeeping hearts are happiest . . .ò: Longfellow Homes on Brattle Street 
 Enjoy a walking tour of the Longfellow family homes on Brattle Street led by an 
experienced National Park Service ranger.  
 

Guide: Nancy Jones, NPS Ranger 
Tour begins at the Longfellow National Historic Site front gate, 105 Brattle Street 
More information: 617 876 4491  

 
9:30-11:30 AM 
James Russell Lowellôs Brattle Street 
 James Russell Lowell (1819-1891) was the first editor of the Atlantic 
Monthly, as well as a poet, essayist, educator, humorist, and critic. During his years 
abroad as a scholar and diplomat, he never stopped yearning for his hometown: 
ñI like Cambridge better than any other spot on the earthôs surface.ò Learn about 
Lowellôs life and times as we walk the well-worn path from his friend Longfellowôs house to 
Elmwood, the Lowell family home. The tour includes short readings from a selection of 
Lowellôs poems and other writings. 
 

Guide: Aurore Eaton, Manchester (NH) Historic Association 
Tour begins on the front stairs of the Longfellow National Historic Site, 105 Brattle Street  
More information: 603 622 7531 OR aeaton@manchesterhistoric.org 

mailto:friends@mountauburn.org
http://www.mountauburn.org/
mailto:aeaton@manchesterhistoric.org
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Image:James_Russell_Lowell_circa_1855.jpg
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10:30, 11:30 AM, 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 4:00 PM 

* Tours of the Longfellow National Historic Site  ADMISSION CHARGE  
 For almost half a century (1837-1882) this was the home of the poet, scholar, and 
educator Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and a favorite gathering place for philosophers 
and artists, including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Julia Ward Howe, James Russell Lowell, and  
Ralph Waldo Emerson. In the winter of 1775-1776, the house was the headquarters of 
General George Washington, Commander-in-Chief of the newly formed Continental 
Army. He, too, entertained many notable visitors, including Benjamin Franklin and 
Benedict Arnold. Readings from poems, letters, and diaries enliven the tours.   

 

Guides: National Park Service Rangers 
At Longfellow National Historic Site, 105 Brattle Street 
More information: 617 876 4491  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
* ñHave you milked the cow today?òð18th century Activities for Children ages 4-12 
 With Mistress Elizabeth, youôll learn to write your name with a quill pen, card and 
spin wool, read the abecedarium from a hornbook, sing songs, and dance country dances. 
Materials will be provided. Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.  

Mistress Elizabeth, an 18th century living history character from Charlestown-
Beyond-the-Neck, is the widow of Captain Elias de la Rue and a sometime schoolteacher. 
She lives in the summer of the year 1773, just six months before the Boston Tea Party and 
a little less than two years before events at Lexington and Concord. 
 

Guide: Mistress Elizabeth (Donna LaRue)  
All activities take place on the brick apron to the right of the Massachusetts Avenue door  
   of the First Parish Unitarian Church, Zero Church Street. Look for the bright red rug! 
More information: 781 646 3013 OR ihsdlrue@gmail.com 
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Noon-3:00PM 
Colonial Cambridge: Understanding Old House 
 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
Admission: $8 general public  $5 for Historic New England and  
                                                          Cambridge Historical Society members 
 

Learn about New England colonial architecture with in-depth tours of the two 
oldest dwellings in Cambridge.  

The tour begins at Noon at the oldest house in town, 
the Cooper-Frost-Austin House. Built in 1681 by Samuel 
Cooper, the house was extended to the west by his son in 
1718 and further enlarged by the Austin family from 1807 to 
1816. Despite many changes and additions, the early frame 
and much original finish detail survive intact. The house is 
owned and carefully maintained by Historic New England.  

Participants will then take a self-guided walk (map 
provided) to the Hooper-Lee-Nichols House, the second oldest house in Cambridge (and 
the oldest on Brattle Street), now headquarters of the Cambridge Historical Society.  

The second tour will begin at 1:45. 
Built in 1685 by Richard Hooper, the original 

structure was only two rooms, one up, one down. The 
house has been expanded numerous times and 
redesigned inside and out to reflect changing styles.  
Recently, the Society replaced its antiquated electrical 
systemðand took advantage of that project to open walls 
and beam casings, and to analyze paint and wooden 
parts. These explorations led to exciting new knowledge 
about this three-century-old house.  
 
Cooper-Frost-Austin House, 21 Linnaean Street                       Hooper-Lee-Nichols House 

             Nichols Family Papers, ca. 1893, CHS  
 

Noon Guided tour of Cooper-Frost-Austin House, 21 Linnaean Street  
 

1:15 PM walk to Hooper-Lee-Nichols House 
 

1:45 PM Guided tour of Hooper-Lee-Nichols House, 159 Brattle Street 
 

Guide: Brian Powell, Historic New England 
 
More information:  
Historic New England, 21 Linnaean Street 
 781 259 8098 www.historicnewengland.org  
 
Cambridge Historical Society, 159 Brattle Street, 617 547 4252 
www.cambridgehistory.org/HLM_House/HLM_main.htm 

http://www.historicnewengland.org/
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Noon-4:00PM 
*Become a Part of History 
 Do you have Cambridge photographs you would like to share? Perhaps images of 
family, friends, the house you grew up in. Bring your old photos to the Cambridge 
Historical Society, allow the staff to scan ï and receive a free Toscaniniôs ice cream! 
 

Cindy Brennan, Gavin Kleespies & Mark Vassar, Cambridge Historical Society 
Event at the Cambridge Historical Society, 159 Brattle Street,  
More information: Cambridge Historical Society, 617 547 4252 

 
12:30-1:30 PM 
*Women of the Longfellow House: A Special House Tour 
SPACE IS LIMITED TO 12. ADVANCE REGISTRATION RECOMMENDED. 

  
Explore the lives of some of the accomplished, notable 

women who lived in the historic mansion, including: Martha 
Washington, who visited her husband, the general, during the 
winter of 1775-76; Fanny Appleton Longfellow, wife of the famous 
poet, Henry W. Longfellow, who left her stylistic imprint on the 
family home; and Alice Mary Longfellow, the Longfellowôs oldest 
daughter, who traveled extensively and was interested in education 
and American history. 
 

  Alice Mary Longfellow, 1875 
 Longfellow National Historic Site 
 

Guide: Alyson Gaylord-Loy, NPS Ranger 
To register: Call the house at 617 876 4491 or go to the Longfellow  

Visitor Center, 105 Brattle Street  

 
1:00-2:00 PM 
Culinary Cambridge: Our Cityôs Role in Shaping Americaôs Love of Fine Food 

Do you love fresh food beautifully prepared? Begin at the Schlesinger Library, where 
an archivist will talk about Julia Childôs papers, then progress along six more stops, 
including presentations from the chefs or owners of Harvest, Upstairs on the Square, Chez 
Henri, and Casablanca. A unique exploration of Cambridgeôs rich contribution to our 
culture of food. 

 

Guides: Gavin Kleespies & Rain Robertson, with special appearances by local chefs 
Tour begins at the front entrance to the Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute for  
 Advanced Study, 10 Garden Street 
More information: Cambridge Historical Society, 617 547 4252 
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1:00-2:30 PM 
* Cambridge Churches as Agents of Change 
 Diversity of religious and political affiliations have been issues in Cambridge since 
Harvardôs first president became a Baptist and 
was asked to resign. Visit historic church sites; 
discuss how issues between Cambridge and 
Boston clergy foreshadowed and influenced 
events leading up to the Revolution; and 
discover how lay and clergy alike were schooled 
to their professions and added to the townôs 
already complex texture. Sing a tune from the 
Bay Psalm Book at the site where it was 
published, join in a rousing political song or 
two at the Blue Anchor Tavern site, and listen 
to poetry by colonial writers. Handouts 
included.                  Christ Church, Harperôs Magazine, 1875-76 

Mistress Elizabeth, an 18th century living history character from Charlestown-
Beyond-the-Neck, is the widow of Captain Elias de la Rue and a sometime schoolteacher. 
She lives in the summer of the year 1773, just six months before the Boston Tea Party and 
a little less than two years before events at Lexington and Concord. 

 

Guide: Mistress Elizabeth (Donna La Rue) 
Tour begin at Tourism kiosk beside former Out Of Town News at the corner of Brattle  
     Street and Massachusetts Avenue 
More information: 781 646 3013 OR ihsdlrue@gmail.com 

 
2:00-4:00 PM 
Discover Mount Auburn: A Guided Walking Tour   ADMISSION CHARGE 
 Mount Auburn Cemetery, designated a National Historic Landmark, is one of 
the countryôs most significant designed landscapes. Here the arts of horticulture, 
architecture, and sculpture combine with the beauty of nature to create a place of 
comfort and inspiration. This walking tour will focus on the stories of history, 
monuments, and the lives of those buried there.  
 
Guides: Cemetery staff 
Tour begins at entrance gates, 580 Mount Auburn Street 
More information: Mount Auburn Cemetery, 617 547 7105 
friends@mountauburn.org  www.mountauburn.org 

 
 
 

mailto:friends@mountauburn.org
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3:00-4:15 PM 
* The Old Cambridge Burying Ground: Epitaphs, Elegies & Encomiums 
 The tour will look at the work of early colonial carvers; discuss the stones and the 
information they tell about important figures in the Cambridge community; and study how 
the townôs public and private educational and governmental institutions functioned in the 
years just prior to the American Revolution.       
 

 
 

Mistress Elizabeth, an 18th century living history character from Charlestown-
Beyond-the-Neck, is the widow of Captain Elias de la Rue and a sometime schoolteacher.  
Mistress Elizabeth lives in the summer of the year 1773, just six months before the Boston 
Tea Party and a little less than two years before events at Lexington and Concord.  
 Children under the age of 14 must be accompanied by a responsible adult. No 
touching or rubbing of stones is permitted in the grounds; photography and drawing are 
fine! Handouts included. 
 

Guide: Mistress Elizabeth (Donna La Rue) 
Tour begins at the Old Burying Ground side gate next to the front entrance to Christ  
 Church, Zero Garden Street 
More information: 781 646 3013 OR ihsdlrue@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

 
 
3:30-4:30 PM 
* The Ladies of Tory Row 
 In the 1760s, the estates along the Kingôs Highway to Watertown formed 
Cambridgeôs richest and most elegant neighborhood. The American Revolution turned 
that world upside-down. This tour explores the lives of the 
women who managed households along modern Brattle 
Street, from the tumult in 1774 that drove the 
neighborhoodôs leading families away, through the early 
republic. The ladies to be discussed include widows both 
wealthy and impoverished, wives who went into exile both 
happily and reluctantly, a formerly enslaved housekeeper, and 
a German noblewoman captured with her husband at 
Saratoga.  
 

Guide: J. L. Bell, Revolutionary historian 
Tour begins at ñTory Rowò marker, corner of Brattle and 
Mason streets 
More information: www.boston1775.net 
        
           Baroness Riedesel, 1829, United State Archives 

 
5:30-6:30 PM 
* Margaret Fuller and the Writers of Cambridge 
 Follow the career of Margaret Fuller as a literary critic as she comments frankly on 
local writers. Fuller, who celebrates her bicentennial in 2010, is considered the first 
American woman to work as a full-time literary critic. 
 

Guide: Rob Velella, Literary Historian 
Tour begins at the Civil War monument on Cambridge Common 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.boston1775.net/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Baroness_Riedesel.jpg
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 2010 

 
 
9:30-10:30 AM 
* ñHomekeeping hearts are happiest . . .ò: Longfellow Homes on Brattle Street 
 Enjoy a walking tour of the Longfellow family homes on Brattle Street led by an 
experienced National Park Service ranger.  
 

Guide: Nancy Jones, NPS Ranger 
Tour begins at the Longfellow National Historic Site front gate, 105 Brattle Street 
More information: Longfellow National Historic Site, 617 876 4491  

 
9:30-11:00 AM 
Public Art in Mid Cambridge 
 Cambridge is home to a vibrant and diverse array of public art. Explore installations 
from Paine Park near Inman Square to the new Main Branch of the Public Library on 
Broadway.  
 

Guides: Phyllis Bretholtz & Mela Lyman, Cambridge artists, with Lillian Hsu, Cambridge  
 Arts Council 
Tour begins at Paine Park, St. Mary Road at Amory Street 
More information: Cambridge Arts Council, 617 349 4380 

 
10:30, 11:30 AM, 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 4:00 PM 
* Tours of the Longfellow National Historic Site     ADMISSION CHARGE 
 For almost half a century (1837-1882) this was the home of the poet, scholar, and 
educator Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and a favorite gathering place for philosophers 
and artists, including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Julia Ward Howe, James Russell Lowell, and  
Ralph Waldo Emerson. In the winter of 1775-1776, the house was the headquarters of 
General George Washington, Commander-in-Chief of the newly formed Continental 
Army. He, too, entertained many notable visitors, including Benjamin Franklin and 
Benedict Arnold. Readings from poems, letters, and diaries enliven the tours.   

 

Guides: National Park Service Rangers 
At Longfellow National Historic Site, 105 Brattle Street 
More information: 617 876 4491  
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11:30 AM-12:30 PM  Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 
* ñHave you milked the cow today?òð18th century Activities for Children ages 4-12 
 With Mistress Elizabeth, youôll learn to write 
your name with a quill pen, card and spin wool, read 
the abecedarium from a hornbook, sing songs, and 
dance country dances. Materials will be provided.  

Mistress Elizabeth, an 18th century living history 
character from Charlestown-Beyond-the-Neck, is the 
widow of Captain Elias de la Rue and a sometime 
schoolteacher.  She lives in the summer of the year 
1773, just six months before the Boston Tea Party and       Mistress Elizabeth. Photo by Kalman Zabarsky 

a little less than two years before events at Lexington and Concord. 
 

Guide: Mistress Elizabeth (Donna LaRue)  
All activities take place on the brick apron to the right of the Massachusetts Avenue door  
   of the First Parish Unitarian Church, Zero Church Street. Look for the bright red rug! 
More information: 781 646 3013 OR ihsdlrue@gmail.com 

 
Noon-4:00PM 
*Become a Part of History 
 Do you have Cambridge photographs you would like to share? Perhaps images of 
family, friends, the house you grew up in. Bring your old photos to the Cambridge 
Historical Society, allow the staff to scan ï and receive a free Toscaniniôs ice cream! 
 

Cindy Brennan, Gavin Kleespies & Mark Vassar, Cambridge Historical Society 
Event at the Cambridge Historical Society, 159 Brattle Street,  
More information: Cambridge Historical Society, 617 547 4252 

 
12:30-1:30 PM 
*Women of the Longfellow House: A Special House Tour 
SPACE IS LIMITED TO 12. ADVANCE REGISTRATION RECOMMENDED. 

Explore the lives of some of the accomplished, notable women who lived in 
the historic mansion, including: Martha Washington, who visited her husband, the 
general, during the winter of 1775-76; Fanny Appleton Longfellow, wife of the 
famous poet, Henry W. Longfellow, who left her stylistic imprint on the family 
home; and Alice Mary Longfellow, the Longfellowôs oldest daughter, who traveled 
extensively and was interested in education and American history. 
  

Guide: Alyson Gaylord-Loy, NPS Ranger 
To register: Call the house at 617 876 4491 or go to the Longfellow Visitor Center, 
105 Brattle Street  
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1:00 PM @ Cambridge Historical Society     &     3:00 PM @ Longfellow Natôl Hist. Site 
Meet Margaret Fuller: American Muse & Feminist Author 

 
The date is August 1845, and Miss Fuller is back in town 

from Manhattan. She is reminiscing about her growing up days in 
Cambridgeport and Boston; her literary achievements and 
encounters with the Transcendentalist circle in Concord and Brook 
Farm residents in West Roxbury; and her present employment as 
first female editor and literary critic for the New York Daily Tribune.   

A recognized leader of local Conversations, Margaret will 
relate episodes about her circle of friends, philosophy, and 
upcoming travel plans to Europe as first female foreign 
correspondent for a major daily newspaper.  
 
 

 

Presented by: Jessa Piaia, creator of Women in History Programs 
 

Program held in two locations:  
 

1:00 PM @ Cambridge Historical Society, 159 Brattle Street 
More information: 617 547 4252 
 

3:00 PM @ Longfellow National Historic Site, 105 Brattle Street, in the garden 
More information: 617 876 4491 

   
1:00-2:30 PM 
* Cambridge Churches as Agents of Change 
 Diversity of religious and political affiliations have been issues in Cambridge since 
Harvardôs first president became a Baptist and was asked to resign. Visit historic church 
sites; discuss how issues between Cambridge and Boston clergy foreshadowed and 
influenced events leading up to the Revolution; and discover how lay and clergy alike were 
schooled to their professions and added to the townôs already complex texture. Sing a tune 
from the Bay Psalm Book at the site where it was published, join in a rousing political song 
or two at the Blue Anchor Tavern site, and listen to poetry by colonial writers. Handouts 
included. 

Mistress Elizabeth, an 18th century living history character from Charlestown-
Beyond-the-Neck, is the widow of Captain Elias de la Rue and a sometime schoolteacher. 
She lives in the summer of the year 1773, just six months before the Boston Tea Party and 
a little less than two years before events at Lexington and Concord. 

 

Guide: Mistress Elizabeth (Donna La Rue) 
Tour begin at Tourism kiosk beside former Out Of Town News at the corner of Brattle  
     Street and Massachusetts Avenue 
More information: 781 646 3013 OR ihsdlrue@gmail.com 
 



 12 

 
 
1:00-2:30 PM  REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
Women: Their Presence, Influence, and Use of Fresh Pond as noted in Fresh 
Pond: The History of a Cambridge Landscape by Jill Sinclair 
 Bring a folding chair and join Chief Ranger Jean Rogers for an outdoor 
armchair talk about the women noted in this well-documented resource.  
 

Guide: Jean Rogers, Chief Ranger, Cambridge Water Department 
Meet at Ranger Station (door facing water under clock tower). 
In the event of rain, talk will be held indoors. 
More information: Jean Rogers, 617 349 4793  PLEASE CALL TO REGISTER! 

 
2:00-3:00 PM 
The Women of Central Square 
 The tour will focus on womenôs contributions to Cambridge. Learn about the lives 
and struggles of women politicians and feminists, visit the countryôs oldest Womenôs 
Center, and listen to the stories of Charlotte Hawkins Brown, Maria Baldwin, and other 
important women and womenôs institutions. 
 

Guide: Mary Leno, formerly of the Cambridge Womenôs Commission 
Meet on the sidewalk in front of City Hall 
More information: 617 349 4697 

 
3:00 PM @ Longfellow National Historic Site 
Meet Margaret Fuller: American Muse & Feminist Author 

The date is August 1845, and Miss Fuller is back in town from 
Manhattan. She is reminiscing about her growing up days in Cambridgeport 
and Boston; her literary achievements and encounters with the 
Transcendentalist circle in Concord and Brook Farm residents in West 
Roxbury; and her present employment as first female editor and literary critic 
for the New York Daily Tribune.   

A recognized leader of local Conversations, Margaret will relate 
episodes about her circle of friends, philosophy, and upcoming travel plans 
to Europe as first female foreign correspondent for a major daily newspaper.  
 

Presented by: Jessa Piaia, creator of Women in History Programs 
 

Program held in two locations:  
 

3:00 PM @ Longfellow National Historic Site, 105 Brattle Street, in the garden 
More information: 617 876 4491 
 

1:00 PM @ Cambridge Historical Society, 159 Brattle Street 
More information: 617 547 4252 
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3:00-4:00 PM 
William James in Cambridge 
 Although not a native of Cambridge, 
William lived most of his life in the city and spent 
the majority of his extraordinary professional career 
at Harvard. He has become known as the founder 
of American psychology, and has deeply influenced 
the history of thought in the cognitive sciences.  
James was also a noted philosopher and wrote 
extensively on numerous topics, including an 
examination of the philosophy of religion.  

This tour will explore Jamesô life in 
Cambridge, his remarkable family, and his relations 
with academic followers and rivals. 
                           20 Quincy Street, former home of James family 

Guide: Natalie Moravek, Cambridge Historical Society 
Tour begins at 95 Irving Street 
More information: Cambridge Historical Society, 617 547 4252 

 
3:00-4:15 PM 
* The Old Cambridge Burying Ground: Epitaphs, Elegies & Encomiums 
 The tour will look at the work of early colonial carvers; discuss the stones and the 
information they tell about important figures in the Cambridge community; and study how 
the townôs public and private educational and governmental institutions functioned in the 
years just prior to the American Revolution.       

Mistress Elizabeth, an 18th century living history character from Charlestown-
Beyond-the-Neck, is the widow of Captain Elias de la Rue and a sometime schoolteacher.  
Mistress Elizabeth lives in the summer of the year 1773, just six months before the Boston 
Tea Party and a little less than two years before events at Lexington and Concord.  
 Children under the age of 14 must be accompanied by a responsible adult. No 
touching or rubbing of stones is permitted in the grounds; photography and drawing are 
fine! Handouts included. 
 

Guide: Mistress Elizabeth (Donna La Rue) 
Tour begins at the Old Burying Ground side gate next to the front entrance to Christ  
 Church, Zero Garden Street  
More information: 781 646 3013 OR ihsdlrue@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 


